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21. Anandashram, South India; Shree Ramdas Baba with- 
From left: Baba Ramdas, Swami Paramananda, Kusum 
(Nirvanananda), Shree Shree Maa, Didi Gurupriya, Shree 
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14. Sw. Prakashanada 15. Br. Tanmayananda 16. Shyamakant 
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Prologue 


"Ekarh sad vipra vahudha vadanti.' 

The words sound profound indeed; that wise men of 
different countries and in different ages have held different 
ideas and opinions regarding the Supreme Being. 

What can be the reason for this! A mother sees the 
likeness of the moon in her baby's face and kissing it says, 
"Your face is like the moon. ' What a beautiful sight it is to see 
amother and a child together. Great minds may make little, or 
a joke, of such an idea; for the moon is enormous, how can it 
be compared with the tiny face of a child? But in reality it is 
the soft beauty of the moon and the mother's infinite love for 
her child put together that give rise to her feelings. To a 
mother, even a child who is blind appears lotus-eyed. 

The one and the same woman appears in different lights in 
the eyes of a father, a brother, her in-laws, her neighbours or a 
lustful person. Again, in the eyes of a sanyasi, she is nothing 
more than flesh and blood, something that will decay in a 
moment's time. It is this difference in the viewpoints that 
creates this disagreement. 

One of Ma's well-known sayings is "This Body has no 
space even to turn.' Various explanations have been offered 
by people according to their aptitude. To a child his mother is 
all-powerful; to a Jearned person, the form of Vishnu is all- 
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iervading-brilliant and omnipresent, like the sky that 
vatches constantly over the entire creation. The scriptures 
ay 'atyeti sarvam iti atma.' 

Pandit Nishikanta Bhattacharya was a well-known 
adhak. The word 'nishi means night; that normally is 
nderstood to mean a covering of a veil. The moon, however, 

“nines through that darkness and spreads its light. In the same 
janner our life is filled with sorrow and darkness like the 
ight; the darkness of night is dispelled by the appearance of 
ie Radiant One. It is Ma who is that Brilliant, that Radiant 
ine. The Beloved of mankind. 

In Nishikanta's life too, the question rose, 'Ma, who are 
3u?' Ma's spontaneous answer was 'Purna-Brahma 

` arayan'’. Ina moment Nishi's darkness was dispelled. Is this 
e termination of Kaliyug and the dcginning of Satyayug? 
athed in that radiance, Nishikanta felt himself blessed. 

The witness of this new sunrise is Shri Nishikanta Babu's 
iughter, Kumari Chandan. This is her singular identity and 
hat confers upon her the privilege to express a few thoughts 
out Ma. 

From infancy Chandan has been inclose proximity to Ma. 
the worldly sense she is now nearing eighty-three years in 
e. Till the moment that Mā became one with avyakta 
ahma, She was within the periphery of Ma's brilliance. 

om that day till'now she has been en gaged in Ma's service in 

2 form of various kinds of work in and around Her ashram. 
In spite of the difference between the moon and a child, 
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3 
we perceive only that which is lovable in the two and are 


charmed. The way to understand Brahma is to discard all that 
is unnecessary, and concentrate only on what is absolutely 
essential, that is the saying 'tat tvamasi'; this is the ultimate 
way. In Respected Kumari Chandan too, discarding the non- 
essentials of the worldly sides we have to take into account 
only the long years she has spent in the service of Ma. In each 
line of this book we can perceive the glow of the divine light 
emanating from the Divine Mother? This, in the world of the 
common, the non-essential, is our biggest attainment. 

In Ma's words, whatever we do, Her eyes are always upon 
us. We are able to accept and contain the waters of the great 
seas only according to our capability or intelligence. 

Therefore, our capacity to understand Mā is extremely 
limited. Yet we see Her - as She appears in the act of cooking, 
- with Her expertise in handling the utensils. The poor and the 
miserable of this world did not need to tell Her anything, for 
the inere sight of Her rid them of all their misery. Tears of joy 
flowed from their eyes. The sun removes darkness, but 
although its rays heat up a stone, its light is not reflected from 
it. Its light brings out the power of the flint - stone in the form 
of the glow. Seeing Ma different aspects all have witnessed 
the truth, but because of the veil that covers it, full realization 
did not come to them. With that as their aim, people of 
different countries, different ages will write different styles 
some in poetry, some will sung songs, but He, in spite of 
everything, remains always, elusive. 'Kimashcharyamatah 
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4 
param !' Indeed, a wonder of wonders! 


Respected Kumari Chandandi, like many others, is very 
close to Ma, as has already been mentioned. By Ma's 'kheyal', 
inthis kaliyug, she has received, even as a woman, the symbol 
ofthe wisdom of ancient times, 'the sacred thread’. 

Within a limited space, she has a dedicated small garland, 
consecrated with 'chandan' at the feet of Ma. 

May the reader-bee experience divine joy through the 
fragrance of these flowers. This is my prayer. 

Seeking refuge at Ma's feet, 

Swami Mahananda Giri 
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Preface 


The goal of this entire creation is to find Sublimity. The 
universe is ever restless, perpetually dancing to its own 
musical time and rhythm. She is visible, She is illusory, but at 
the end, one with the Divine Light of the unmanifest, the state 
of Divine Joy and Bliss. This is the goal of the preface. 

The present effort of this book is to help transport the 
reader from this world to the world of thesublime. Sri Ram, 
Sri Krishna are the symbols; worldly forms of the Divine. In 
His final established form He is neither gross, nor 'anu', He is 
not small, not big, not red, not shadowy, not love, not 'ras', not 
smell nor sound; He is not darkness, not light, not life not 
association, is measureless, limitless, Vrihadaranyak 
Upanisad - Jagfiyavalkya to Gargi. This He is —not this, nor 
this—is beyond all judgement and assessment where He is 
established in His Self. We have therefore to immerse 
ourselves in meditating, on cogitating, in nidhidhyasan. Only 
thencan we merge ourselves into the Divine. 

In Vrihadaranyak Upanishad Jagfiyavalka has delivered 
this instruction four times thus; 'sa esha neti neti- rishyati', 
ie. The self cannot be known through the study of 
scriptures, nor through the intellect, nor through listening to 
discourses; the Self can be attained only by those whom the 
Self chooses and verily into them does the Self reveal 
Himself. 

Maryada Purushottama Sri Ramchandra and Lila 
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6 . 
Purushottama Sri Krishna are glowing examples in the 


spiritual world. In Ma's divine lilà we have experienced this 
divinity in our innermost beings, that is the inspiration behind 
this writing. 

Itis notthe intention to try to compare the relevance of Mà 
with that of Sri Ram or Sri Krishna; Mà Herself has in Her 
inimitable way warned us against it. 

This is merely an effort, while keeping Her 'lilà' in mind, 
to reflect on Her Grace, Her 'kripa'. This is the thou ght behind 
this offering. 

Itis not possible to understand Mà throu ghintelligence or 
discussion. 

There shines not the sun, neither moon, nor Stars, nor flash 
of lighting, nor fire lit on earth. The self is the light reflected 
by all. He shining, everything shines after Him. 
(Kathopanishad 1-2-3 and 2-2-15 .) 

In short, "Who can reveal Her? It is because She has 
revealed Herself that the world is visible, moving and 
floating. It is that Divine Light that is revealed in various 
ways. This is Mà's ‘kheyal', not intention or will. Intention or 
will must bring to mind a worldly being, and the question of 

certainty and uncertainty, of desire and doubt. In the case of 
friction between clouds, there comes about a flash of li ght. 
There is no role of any worldly desire involved here, in the 
Same way, there can arise no question of any desire or will. 
Those who have been with Mā- have become ‘nirdhuta 
kalmashà' in the words of the Gita— cleansed of all sins- have 
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7 
gained the realization of Ma's divya-lila; like Jyotish Chandra 


Roy (Bhaiji). 

Brahma is the same, absolute, but in our desire to gain His 
proximity? 

The writer is fully responsible for whatever irrelevance 
that may be found in this writing, her only prayer at Ma's feet 
being, "Please forgive me’. 

Printing errors have been corrected by Sri Sanat Kumar 
Bandopadhyay. He has translated the Bhagavat and Ramayan 
of Gita Press into Bengali. May he advance steadily on his 
spiritual path and gain 'guru-kripa’. I pray to Ma for the well 
being and prosperity of all those associated with the printing 
and publishing of this book. 

Seeking refuge at Ma's feet 
Kumari Chandan Puranacharya. 
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MA 

In the ultimate analysis there cannot rise any question of 
any division of time or era in the context of the past, the 
present and the future, in the words of Ma Herself. 

He/She is complete in Himself or Herself—this is 
something wondrous - beyond human understanding. In that 
final or the real perception, division of time has no meaning, 
but for practical purposes, it does have a temporary reality in 
our illusory perception. In that illusory perception one 
perceives sadhaks (ascetics) deeply engrossed in meditation 
in Satya yuga, in their search for Truth completely immersed, 
through sleepless nights, in their pursuit of Truth, not even the 
slightest deviation from that course was acceptable there. In 
the Satya Yuga, society was based on ‘truth; 'Sarvam satye: 
pratishthitam'. The basis of creation too is Truth. Gradually 
this waning stream of severe austerities, like the flowing 
waters of a river, became weak and slender. Man began to 
lose his capacity of such severity in his penance. This was the 
beginning to Tretà Yuga. 

Maryada Purushottama Sri Ramachandra 

There appeared in TretaYuga— Maryadapurushottama 

Bhagwan Sri Ramachandraji. The severe austerities of Satya 
Yuga were replaced by Yajfias, ie. vedic rituals. In 
Ramayana we find that a son is born to King Dasharatha as a 
result of his performing the 'Putreshti Yajña'. When thwarted 
in his attempt to perform his yajfia, Vishwamitra sought 
Rama and Lakshman's help and the Yajfia was completed 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


9 
successfully through. the two brother's prowess. On his 


victorious return from Lanka, and his renouncing his beloved 
wife Sita, Sri Ramchandra himself performed Ashwamedh 
Yajiia as a part of his 'rajdharma yugadharma'. Performing 
yajiia without the wife is forbidden in the scriptures. So 
Ramachandra had a replica of Sita made out of gold. With the 
help of his brothers all obstacles were removed and the yajna 
completed successfully. Despite losing Sita, he gave priority 
to Yajria. Thatis why he is 'Maryadapurushottama’. 

Bharatvarsha is the land of liberation, not indulgence. The 
greatness of Bharat can be seen in the incarnations of God 
coming down to earth for the welfare and liberation of 
mankind. The history of Treta reveals to us the appearance of 
. Sri Ramachandra. A few instances of his divine lila are 
discussed here. 

Man has a veil of ignorance drawn about him. Therefore 
some amount of ignorance remains in his perception, no 
matter how spectacular the appearance of an incarnation 
happens to be. That is why we are not able to find God 
revealed in his full glory. Even heads of states, senior officers, 
judges and other highly respected people in society may 
reveal some pettiness in their actions at times, but Purna- 
Brahma Narayana Sri Ramachandra, even his role of a 
worldly being, never strayed the slightest bit from his stand of 
a 'maryadapurush', his identity with the finest qualities of 
character. The wise have always found the characteristics of a 
divine being in him. In no incident of his life can be found a 
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e of worldly ego. Everything, every action of his is 
complete by itself. There was never anything unnatural or 
abnormal about him. He is beyond all qualities, — the Purna- 
Brahma, the radiant, lustrous Narayana. 

Throughout his life one sees that in all his worldly roles, 
asason,a brother, a husband, a kshatriya, a valiant king with 
the welfare of his subjects his primary concern, he remained 
always exceptional, extraordinary. He is the one and only 
Purna-Brahma Maryadapurushottama. 

Even great sadhaks, after being immersed in meditation, 
emerge from yoga. Ascetics, after practicing severe 
austerities, return to normal life, and hard workin g, efficient 
people, after a lifetime of discharging their duties, can come 
to feel they have completed their duties. In the game of life, 
there is victory and defeat, honour and dishonour, creation 
and destruction, joy and sorrow, tears and lau ghter. All these 
are transient. As one kingdom is followed by another, as one 
day is followed by the next, as ages go by, and just as theatre 
sets keep changing, in the same manner, these are not 
permanent. Nowhere is Sri Ramachandra's manifestation do 
we see this transience. That is why the dignity of his divine 
life is something exceptional. It is not mere play, it is divine 

play, that is eternal. It is that aspect of his life that attracts his 
devotees and sadhaks, and fills them with Supreme wonder. 
Ramachandra is beloved of all, as the human embodiment of 
maryadapurushottama. That is why the people of our land 
remember and revere him, that they cry with him in his 
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11 
sorrow, laugh with him in his joy. Who else but Sri Ram is 


there that is equally dear to all.our people? His is an 
exceptional figure in the history, in the literature, or epics of 
the entire world. My effort here is to study Sri Ram's life. I 
shall try to explain the fullness of his maryada by giving a few 
examples. 

Sri Ramachandra and Lakshmana were following the 
sage Vishwamitra along the forest path - the aim being to kill 
Taraka, the very embodiment of evil power. Taraka was 
constantly putting up obstacles in the path of Vishwamitra's 
carrying out his yajíía. 'Kshatat trayate iti — Kshatriya. 
Ramachandra was a kshatriya, therefore his duty was to 
remove the source of evil and rescue mankind. After a time of 
traversing the area, on questioning the sage, Ramachandra 
came to know that this inaccessible, fearful forest was the 
home of the demon Taraka Rakshasi. Guru's order must be 
complied with, therefore, although it was repugnantto him to 
kill anyone of the female gender, with utmost ease he slayed 
her, for the good of humanity, unhesitatingly. This is where 
lies the difference between him and the rest of mankind. 
There was no question of personal ego. It is in this expression 
of exceptional performance that he was 'Maryada 
purushottama'. 

The embodiment of devotion to the welfare of his subjects 
and a devoted husband, Ramachandra and. Sita were 
inseparably united in their love for one another. Sri 
Ramachandra's love for his wife was phenomenal. It was 
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12 L] . 
incomparable. By word of mouth of his subjects he came to 


hear, Ràvan had carried her away in his arms forcefully to 
Lanka and kept her in his Ashoka ‘van’. She had lived a long 
time under the protection of the rakshasas. How could Sri 
Ramachandra now take her back? In such a case we too must 
putup with such behaviour on the part of our wives. Because, 
subjects must follow the example set by their king. 

The moment he heard these comments Ramachandra 
thought, itwas not desirable fora king to show his subjects the 
path of their downfall. In the Ramayana, Valmiki has written 
verse after verse on this subject. Ram says to Sita, 'Hey Sita, it 
is impossible to bear the agony for a moment.’ Again, when 
residing at Chitrakut, Ram says to Sita, 'Spending the time 
with you in this beautiful forest, I do not feel any regret even 
at living away from Ayodhya.' What profound love for his 
wife! Even his wife he gave up in order to please his subjects. 
Thus Ram endured greater suffering than any man, winning 
the hearts ofall. He chose to ignore his personal pain and cast 
it aside like a useless lump of clay in order to please his 
subjects. Has anything like this been seen in any other 
country, any other kingdom? Can such an eventuality be even 

imagined where a leader or a king can so easily give up his 
self-interest for the good of all? His act of sending away or 
renunciation of Sita is another instance without a parallel. 
The greatness of Sri Ramachandra's pain overshadows all 
other sufferings. That is why, not only human beings, but 
even stones weep for him. That is why he is the object of 
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veneration of all, and also a friend at the time of one's sorrow. 


Ashwamedh Yajña, according to scriptures, should be 
performed along with one's wife. Sriram chose to perform it, 
placing a gold replica of Sita by his side. He could have 
married a second time; his father had several wives. In the 
society of that time, marrying more than once was well- 
accepted, and there would have been no censure from his 
subjects either. Here can be seen the depth of his love for his 
one and only wife. He gave up his personal happiness in the 
interest of universal social welfare. Shiva, Devadidev 
Mahadev, swallowed poison and became Neelkantha. Taking 
upon himself all the suffering, Sri Ramachandra became. 
Raghupati Raghava - the king of the Raghu clan, not Sitapati 
Ram - that is, Sita's husband. This is an unforgettable instance 
of Rámachandra's devotion to his only wife and his desire for 
the welfare of his subjects. 

All arrangements for Ramachandra's coronation were 
complete. At that very moment, instead of directions for such 
a ceremony, he received directions for his exile for fourteen 
years. Even a message such as this, worse than death itself, 
could not move him. Completely unperturbed, he said to his 
mother, 'Mother, wearing a rag and with matted hair, I shall 
leave for the forest in order to comply with my father's 
command. At your bidding I can happily give up the entire 
kingdom and all its riches to my brother Bharat. The merit of 
one's father's or guru's commands are not to be questioned. 
There was no question or resentment in Sriram even at an 
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event of such significance. He 1s ready and determined to 


honour his father's oath. This is an outstanding example of the 
essential dignity and honour he is identified with. That is why 
he is 'Maryadapurush Sri Ramachandra’. 

Sri Ramachandra's love for his brother is unparalleled. By 
giving up his wife in the interest of his subjects's welfare he 
has become the ideal man of love. The duty of a king is to look 
afterthe subjects' welfare, there should not be any self interest 
in this. His desire for their good is beyond all comparison. His 
allegiance to friends should also be taken note of. In the good 
of mankind, he helped Vishwamitra to rid the world of the 
power of evil. In this, he demonstrated his physical prowess. 
The killing of Ravana was the ulti: ate proof of his prowess as 
a kshatriya. There is no parallel of this in the history of the 
world. 

That is why he is 'Maryadapurush Sri Ramachandra’. 

His friendship with Sugreeva, the killing of Bali with his 
assistance, giving refuge to even 'chandals', the liberation of 
the accursed Ahalya from her: stone form; all these are 
manifestations of his greatness and his compassion. 

In Treta, while discussing his life, it is seen that even 
through acceptance of profound sorrow, though feelings of 

deep love, and in the practice of the most painful 
renunciation, man can realize himself, can establish the ideal 
of the good: of the. world. It is as if Sri Ramachandra 
demonstrated these profound mysteries all through his life. 
What was even more Significant was that he showed the 
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importance of upholding truth. It has been Truth that has 


upheld humanity. ‘Satyameva-sanatanam’. This ideal is 
demonstrated in each and every action of his life. That is what 
makes his life so illuminating, and radiant. That is why he 
climbed down into our midst from his lofty and stern pedestal 
in the form of his and gentle, peaceful and compassionate 
incarnation. 

Leelapurushottama Srikrishna 

Bhagawan Srikrishna was the result of Devaki and 
Vasudeva's penance. He revealed himself on earth in Kansa's 
prison. He who is the ruler of the world appeared in the lap of 
a mother chained and confined behind the bars of prison. This 
is why in Adi Puran Bhagwan Himself says — among all the 
lilas or games, it was the Raslila that pleased Him the most. 
Even He Himself could not express fully the joy this brought 
Him. Suchis the greatness of Raslila! 

Comprehending the essence of Ras, Sukdev says, ‘AS a 
child plays with himself while watching his reflection in a 
mirror, and delights in it, so does Ras Shiromoni Krishna 
enjoy the pure and simple game with the gopis of Vraja.' So, 
one must dedicate oneself to Krishna and merge oneself in the 
thought of God. In one's surrender to Krishna alone can one 
truly enjoy Raslila. 

When large-scale yajfias came to be beyond the capacity 
of man, there came the era of 'Dvapar. It was during this 
period that there appeared the divinely playful incarnate 
Bhagwan Srikrishna. 'Krishnastu bhagwan swayam' —so 
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says Bhagwat. He destroyed innumerable demons through 


his divine play. He came down among his devotees in the 
form of a radiant incarnation of love. Here there is no 
prominence of yajiias. The smallest of the small offering of 
Sudàma delighted him. He accepts anything offered to him 
with love and sincerity. Krishna appeared in the midst of 
raslila, by stealing the hearts of the gopis, in their perception. 

Lilapurushottama Srikrishna brought about the merging 
of the ‘jeevatma’ and the ‘paramatma’. 

Bhagwan Srikrishna took this form as a direct result of the 
strict penance of Devaki and Vasudev and made his 
appearance in the lap of a shackled mother. So one feels that 
probably the best place for God to appear is the prison in the 
form of this world. He need not have done so if he had not 
wanted to do so. 

He revealed himself in the 'shankhya-chakra-gada dhari' 
form before mother Devaki. She could not bear this, 
wonderful awe-inspiring form of God in fear of Kansa, or 
perhaps in her ardent desire for a child she prayed, 'Withdraw 
this superhuman form, oh God!' 

In answer to this prayer, he now came to her in the form of 
a normal child. This was the first instance of Lilapurush 
Srikrishna's revelation as such. 

Gopal, along with the ‘bal-gopal's or cowboy friends, 
would enter the homes of the 'gopi' to steal butter. He himself 
would take a little, scatter some here and there and give the 

rest to the little 'gopas', -the little cowboys. The 'gopinis', 
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unable to remonstrate with them, would go and complain to 


Mā Jashoda. When Ma Jashoda tried to frighten her son, he 
put on an act of being afraid and told her, ‘Mother I did not eat 
any butter.’ The mother wanted him to open his mouth and 
show her what was inside and when he did, she could see the 
entire universe ‘inside his mouth. The earthly mother was 
startled and bewildered. This game of Gopal bewiiders us too. 
He is there in all activities, yetis not involved in anything; and 
in the realization of this perception we get a taste of His 
reality. Faced with the ultimate truth, everything becomes 
one, -mother, non-mother, father, non-father, veda, non- 
veda, all are the same. Once enlightenment is awakened 
within us by the grace of the guru, this ‘game’, this realization 
comes to us. This reminds one of the Vedas,-'Kashchid 
dheero pashyati' (Kathopanishad)— only the calm and 
composed can get a taste of this Tila. 

The infant Krishna lies on his bed. Instigated by the evil 
Kansa, the demon Putanà, her breasts smeared with poison, 
comes to kill the infant Krishna by suckling him. So far itis a 
story that is worldly. The infant drank that milk; it is here that 
we perceive his unparalleled ‘lila’. By transforming poison 
into nectar he cleansed Putana. The evil killer and sinner who 
came in the guise of a mother received her final salvation by 
the grace of god. Here we find the unfolding of supernormal 
qualities in the midst of this world. This is why he is ‘lila 
purushottama’. 

Why did Sri Krishna steal the gopis clothes ? 
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There is saying in Bengali, - shame, hatred and fear, 


-these are the three deterrents in the way of realizing God. 
Probably for this reason Krishna stole their clothes in order to 
free them of their wordly impression. Through this lilà with 
the gopis' can be understood, the saying of the Upanishads 
"Tena tyaktena bhunjitha’. It is only be renouncing everything 
one possesses that one can become worthy of savouring the 
ultimate flavour. There is no trace of lust in this. Here can be 
seen the. preparation for raslilà. Through the medium of the 
worldly.game, he expressed the.abstract game. Here one is 
reminded of Chandidas and his words. In this worldly game, 
even the slightest trace of lust prevents one from reaching the 
ultimate abode of bliss. Therefore Sri Krishna broke the 
barriers of the gopis' worldly lust to appear in the midst of 
raslila. Raslilais the joyful game ofthe Supreme Being. 

Raslila is nota mere worldly game; it is the divine play of 
the supranormal — in the form of the Bliss incarnate — of 
Lilapurushottama'. He is the King of Ras, the most witty, the 
one with the sparkling humour, everything is possible for 
him. This is why all his actions are ‘Anoraniyan mahato 
mahiyan’; this is the distinctive feature of Lilapurushottama— 
the manifestation of human consciousness as well supreme 
undivided consciousness, 

Kansa, Shishupal, and all who were inimical to Sri 
Krishna, were killed, thus gaining their salvation and 
becoming one with him. In our humble effort to analyse the 
grandeur and magnitude. of Srikrishna's life, in silence we 
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offer him our prayer, ‘Krishnaya vasudevaya haraye......... 
govindaya namoh namah.' 

'Dvapar' cra ended with the departure of Krishna. Arrived 
'Kali yug, with- its associates. Unrighteousness replaced 
righteousness, inaction replaced action and ignorance 
replaced wisdom. By the influence of 'Kali', dishonesty, 
treachery, avarice took possession of men's hearts and minds. 
Atthat time appeared Shukdev, distributing his philosophy of 
Love. The average man could not accept it. The need of the 
hour brought Shankaracharya into the world. His 
proclamation that Brahma is the truth and the world false, was 
accepted only by the wise, world-renouncing sanyasis. It was 
beyond the comprehension of the ordinary mind. Vested 
interest made the so-called wise begin to harass and persecute 
the uneducated masses. 

It was at this time that there appeared Sri Krishna in the 
form of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu to save the common man. 
'Harernamaiva kevalam.......gatiranyatha.' Here was a new 
way to attain God, to make life beautiful, through reciting the 
name of Krishna. This ‘mantra’ was preached by Nitai- 
Gauranga, carried by him from door to door, bringing solace 
and showing people anew path. 

However, although easy, people began to lose sight of 
even this path in the course of time. Under the influence of the 
glitter and shine of foreign power, the nation almost came to 
the verge of losing good sense, their conscience. 

History tells us how at this juncture there descended upon 
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this earth Sri Ramakrishna, without limit, yet with limit, 


formless yet with form, with qualities yet without qualities. 
He brought a balance among all the faiths of this 
world—which was the crying need of the hour. His ‘lila’ was 
the sweetest of the sweet. That was the reason he behaved 
exactly in the manner of a mortal being and as a result he has 
lived in the hearts of his devotees everlastingly, bringing 
them enlightenment. He is thus the revered, the adored off 
all- Sri Ramakrishna. The central point of his teaching was, 
'Renounce women and wealth. To understand the 
significance of such renunciation is beyond the capacity of 
the common man. It manifested only in the person of Swami 
Vivekananda, by the grace of his Guru. Sri Ramakrishna was 
his prime inspiration; in him he realized the concept of 
infinity. To us he remains shrouded in mystery. Swami 
Vivekananda, exceptionally blessed with his guru's blessing, 
proclaimed to the world the concept of the equality of all 
religions. This was his outstanding contribution to men of all 
sects, all faiths. 'Where do you search for God, man? He 
stands before you in endless forms. He who loves his fellow- 
beings is the one who truly serves God.' 

It was Swamiji who gave the world this wonderful and 
joyful message of the greatness of serving one's fellow 
beings; the concept that God and his creatures are one and the 
same; there is no difference, This was his actually realized 


spiritual experience that he explained through his guru Sri 
Ramakrishna's and his life. 
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And yet, society is even now ridden with all kinds of evil. 


An extreme sense of materialism makes the future look dark 
and foreboding. Joint families are becoming obsolete; 
husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters 
are falling prey to selfishness, and advancing towards self- 
destruction in their desire for satiating their material needs. 
Jealousy, vindictiveness, lust are overtaking society at large 
and well-wishers of society feel confused and bewildered. 

Against such a background appeared ‘Purna-Brahma- 
Narayan’ Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee. Where can one find 
words to describe this phenomenon ? 


PURNA-BRAHMA NARAYAN SHREE SHREE MA 
ANANDAMAYEE 

Ma says, ‘This body is the material embodiment of all 
your thoughts and ideas. You all have wanted it and you have 
it now.’ We wanted it and we have it. We belong to Ma, She is 
ours; a very sweet and delightful relationship. She is our 
philosopher's stone in the form of a mortal deity; whose true 
identity cannot be fathomed through reasoning or logic or 
arguments. Although elusive, she manifests in the inner being 
of each person, in the intensity of a sadhak's desire to attain 
God, in the adoration of a devotee, in many ways. Those days 
in Ma's proximity are still clear in my memory. She has given 
us everything. Securing us to her with her divine love, she is 
our only support on our spiritual journey. She is ever our 
joyous, fun-loving, tender and affectionate Mother. 
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Whatever arguments there may arise regarding her real 


identity, to us she is always our mother, who has set us afloat 
on. this joumey of love through her divine play, who has 
enabled us to forget this illusory world, who is our guide to 
our spiritual enlightenment. May her brilliant effulgence ever 
shine in the temple of our hearts. She is the one whose touch, 
whose mere sight, whose love has opened up to us the treasure 
house of spiritual peace. Mā is the source of all our life- 
infusing energy. In order to attain her, what we need is, in the 
language of the Gita, Tadviddhi pranipatena...sevaya. The 
final goal of life, attainment of Ma can be achieved only 
through submission. Therefore my prayer is, in Ma's words, 
"I cannot do without you, Mà. Come to me!' She is but the 
immaculate mother, She cannot but respond to her children's 
earnest prayer. 

Ma was a descendent of the kashyap lineage of Bidyakut. 
According to the history of this lineage, a family belonging to 
the 'rárh' dynasty from Bardhaman gained considerable fame 
for their wisdom, their observance of religious and scriptural 
rites and their devotion of God. Pitámbar Bidyabhushan was 
renowned for his wisdom, who came to Dhaka at the 
invitation of the learned Society of East Bengal. There, his 
simple explanations of the Scriptures at the assemblies of the 
learned drew to him the admiration and respect of the local 
people: One such admirer was the Raja of Agartala, who 
md s : 2: bem E land in Brahmanbaria, requesting 

er of education there. Pitambar 
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Chakrabarti agreed. Some time later he returned to his native 


village, sending his son, Sri Jadunath Chakrabarti to take his 
place. 

Jadunath Chakrabarti came and settled down here. He 
married four times and had several sons. All of them 
completed their education successfully and as scholars, 
became adept at teaching traditional scriptures. Since then 
Bidyakut came to be considered an important center of 
education and culture - a pinnacle of education. It was 
Jadunath Chakrabarti's initiative that was responsible for this. 
Subsequently he settled down as a permanent resident of the 
place. The Raja of Agartalà bestowed upon him the title of 
Bhattacharya, 'Bhattanam brahmananam acharya iti 
Bhattacharya.’ From this time the family has been known by 
this title. 

The tenth son of this family was Trilochan Bhattacharya, 
and his son was Bipin Behari Bhattacharya— our 
'Dadamahashay". 

In discussing the maternal side we find that the 
Bharadwaj lineage of Nayadil of Rarh' area was famous and 
greatly respected for their learning, their teaching and their 
general conduct in society. The family gradually spread 
themselves around and settled down in the area. The first 
male of this family was Srihari Vidyaratna-tarka Shiromoni. 
Rituals and ceremonies were unending in this family and 
Durga Puja was celebrated with great aplomb. 

Bliss-incarnate Ma Anandamayee — Purna-Brahma 
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Narayan— it was up to Mokshadasundari Devi of this family 


to assume the role of the mother in the play of her divine 
game. Mokshadasundari's father, Ramakanta Bhattacharya 
was renowned for his learning and spiritual qualities. 

Her place of birth was Sultanpur village. The spiritual 
achievements of generations of both her father's and mother's 
families resulted in the appearance of Shree Shree Ma 
Anandamayee, Purna Brahma Narayan. Right from her 
childhood, through all the games of her divine play, each 
revelation of hers was a revelation of her divinity. Each of 
these is worthy of realizing with all one's senses. 

My humble endeavour is to reflect upon the stages of her 
divine play as revealed through 'Dhrita sahaja-samadhi'. 

Jeeva Brahmaiva naparah—only keeping this in one's 
mind can one proceed in this. Mà herself will tell us, will 
explain to us what needs to be told or explained. To talk about 
her is merely a way to gain closeness to Mà - who is ever 
elusive. The thought arises in the mind - are these 
unforgettable sweeter than the sweetest lilas of Ma a form of 
Ma herself? I humbly seek an affirmation to my prayer. If 
ever one's sins are absolved and the heart gets filled with that 
brilliant effulgence, only then can one merge into Ma's 
radiance. 

Although she is Bliss and joy incarnate, embodiment of 
perfection; she came to us as one of us, this is what is 
exceptional in her lila. Divine and omnipresent, there was no 
need for her to enter a womb. So, Ma's taking up the human 
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form was an extraordinary phenomenon. Ma herself has said 


in 'Swakriya Swarasamrita' that in spite of being perfection 
personified, coming down among us, she played with her 
own self, herself saying again, 'You are because of this body’. 
Therefore, although present among us in human form, she is 
everestablished in her divinity. 

According to our revered Bhaiji, Ma's great devotee, 'In 
her body, she manifested the culminaüon of the results of all 
spiritual, mantric and yogic practices.’ 

Itis clear inhis words, Mais the same in all circumstances 
- eternal, infinite, constant— 

Ma revealed herself in a little-known, tiny village called 
Kheora, lighting up the home of Bipin Behari and 
Mokshadasundari, a daughter of divine beauty, descending 
on earth as a divine mother, with a heartful of divine love. 
Love that knows no limit, no end. It was necessary for a 
mother to appear to assuage the sorrows of her children. And 
Ma came, shorn of all ornaments, dressed in simple white, 
divinely fair of complexion. The raining of this celestial love 
is an instance of her divine play. What is to be noted is that 
whereas in the 'dvapar' Sri Krishna appeared in Kansa's prison 
chamber, in 'Kali' Ma appeared in a humble cottage. So 
impoverished was the cottage that the new-born infant Ma 
could see a mango tree through the gaps of the thatched roof. 
On the thirteenth day Nadan Chakrabarti came to see Ma - this 
too Mà had brought to the knowledge of the inmates of the 
house. Amazingly, she described the surrounding incidents 
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seen through a new-born infants closed eyes. This is ą 


wonderful instance of her divine-lilà. It is not possible to 
remember such things for an infant by any means. So all this 
indeed seem to be proof of her divinity. She said, 'This body 
as you find it now is the same as you found it in the beginning. 
She is established in Cosmic Consciousness. To explain this 
is beyond human capacity. Although a human child, her every 
action, every game was wondrous and mysterious. So, man 
finds himself completely bewildered by the playing of light 
and shadow in her every action, in all her behaviour. She is 
beyond human comprehension, worthy of deliberation by 
scholars and the wise. So Ma, although living in the world, is 
all pervading. 

Sri Ramachandra appeared during the process of 
Putreshti Yajña'. Ma appeared as an answer to the sincere 
prayer of her grandmother, a deeply pious and simple natured 
woman, at the feet of Ma Kali at Kasba. Thus there is a basic 
Similarity between the appearances of Ma and Sri 
Ramachandra. ' 

Something must be mentioned about the parents in order 
to familiarize the reader with the place of her birth. One finds 
Bipin Behari to be an honest, religious, kirtan-loving, ego- 
less sweet-natured poor brahmin. Completely detached from 
worldly matters and money, he spent all his time singing 
praises of God. All the members of the family were the same. 


Although a householder, Bipin Behari had no interest in or 


attachment to anything. Often he would leave home to go 
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wandering off to different places, singing kirtan. He would be 


persuaded to return home, but his innate nature remained 
unchanged. Those who attended his singing sessions, 
experienced a special ethereal bliss. 

The mother was Mokshadāsundari Devi - Muktananda 
Giriji. Ma's exceptional companion and constant attendant, 
Gurupriyà Devi, noticing Didimà's ever tranquil self, once 
said Didima is like Mother earth, not touched by anything, 
neither honour nor dishonour, attachment or dislike. Not an 
iota of desire. Poverty was as if her ornaments. Nothing 
affected her calm. She would, with a smile give away her 
ready food, if a beggar appeared at her door, taking just a 
drink of water for her meal. She remained unshaken under all 
circumstances. How was this possible? It was as if indigence, 
scarcity were their constant companions. Coming to learn of 
these incidents, Swami Chinmayanandaji, an ashram inmate, 
once asked Mà how it was possible that the home in which 
appeared Devi Jagaddhatri Herself could suffer from such 
dire straits. Mà replied, 'Sorrow itself fled out of sorrow, 
meaning that poverty had been vanquished by the wealth of 
contentment that Didima possessed within her. 

Baba Bholanath used to perform Basanti Puja at 
Siddheshwari. Dàdamoshai and Didimà came to attend puja 
there and many people came to know them. To all the he 
devotees of Ma assemble their Didima would narrate stories 
of Ma's childhood and they wondered how it was possible for 
the mother of such an extraordinary daughter not to show any 
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wonderful instance of her divine-lilà. It is not possible to 
remember such things for an infant by any means. So all this 
indeed seem to be proof of her divinity. She said, "This body 
as you find it now is the same as you found it in the beginning, 
She is established in Cosmic Consciousness. To explain this 
is beyond human capacity. Although a human child, her every 
action, every game was wondrous and mysterious. So, man 
finds himself completely bewildered by the playing of light 
and shadow in her every action, in all her behaviour. She is 
beyond human comprehension, worthy of deliberation by 
scholars and the wise. So Ma, although living in the world, is 
all pervading. 

Sri Ramachandra appeared during the process of 
Putreshti Yajña'. Ma appeared as an answer to the sincere 
prayer of her grandmother, a deeply pious and simple natured 
woman, at the feet of Ma Kali at Kasba. Thus there is a basic 
Similarity between the appearances of Ma and Sri 
Ramachandra. 

Something must be mentioned about the parents in order 
to familiarize the reader with the place of her birth. One finds 
Bipin Behari to be an honest, religious, kirtan-loving, ego- 
less sweet-natured poor brahmin. Completely detached from 
worldly matters and money, he spent all his time singing 

praises of God. All the members of the family were the same. 
Although a householder, Bipin Behari had no interest in or 
attachment to anything. Often he would leave home to go 
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wandering off to different places, singing kirtan. He would be 


persuaded to return home, but his innate nature remained 
unchanged. Those who attended his singing sessions, 
experienced a special ethereal bliss. 

The mother was Mokshadasundari Devi - Muktananda 
Giriji. Ma's exceptional companion and constant attendant, 
Gurupriyà Devi, noticing Didima’s ever tranquil self, once 
said Didimà is like Mother earth, not touched by anything, 
neither honour nor dishonour, attachment or dislike. Not an 
iota of desire. Poverty was as if her ornaments. Nothing 
affected her calm. She would, with a smile give away her 
ready food, if a beggar appeared at her door, taking just a 
drink of water for her meal. She remained unshaken under all 
circumstances. How was this possible? It was as if indigence, 
scarcity were their constant companions. Coming to learn of 
these incidents, Swami Chinmayanandaji, an ashram inmate, 
once asked Mà how it was possible that the home in which 
appeared Devi Jagaddhatri Herself could suffer from such 
dire straits. Mà replied, 'Sorrow itself fled out of sorrow, 
meaning that poverty had been vanquished by the wealth of 
contentment that Didima possessed within her. 

Baba Bholanath used to perform Basanti Puja at 
Siddheshwari. Dàdàmoshai and Didima came to attend puja 
there and many people came to know them. To all the he 
devotees of Ma assemble their Didima would narrate stories 
of Ma's childhood and they wondered how it was possible for 
the mother of such an extraordinary daughter not to show any 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


28 
pri 
time, filling them with amazement. 

.Later in life she took up sanyas. Established in the 


Jagatguru seat, she came to be known as 1008 Swami 
Muktánanda Giriji. And here we see that, not satisfied with 
the giving of ‘Deeksha’ alone she undertook the practice of 
night long 'japa'. On enquiry it became known that due to the 
exigencies of household duties many did not find time to do 
their daily japa; for them she undertook this practice. It is 
something that indeed moves the sensitive mind. Possessed 
of all the qualities of a person of the highest moral order, she 
remains a wonder and glory in the annals of history. It was in 
the home of such parents that Purna-brahma-nàrayan 
revealed herself in order to save the world. The One whose 
power is indomitable, who is the ultimate Mother of all, who 
attracted everyone to her presence by the sheer power of her 
love; on one side those searching for higher knowledge, like 
the brahmacharis, sanyasis, acharya, mandaleshwars, on the 
other, Ma's devotees from all over the world. All were treated 
alike. In this pure, beautiful ambience and around her 
message gradually grew Ma's family and Anandamayee 
Sangha, that in time grew to enormous proportions. Each of 
the children born to Mokshadasundari subsequently had 
some sign of greatness in him or her. Mā said they had come 
into the world to be her childhood companions. She also said 
they had been born with exceptional qualities. Before an 
assembled crowd Ma's 5-year-old brother, just before dying, 


de in her. Didimā thus came to be loved by all at the same 
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had cried out, 'Ma, O Ma, I die, I die, I die.' This reminds us of 
death as described in the Upanishads, 'amritatvametti'. There 
was something supernormal in all Ma's brothers and sisters 
that were born as her childhood companions. Surrounded by 
them, centred around Mā, her childhood too was a sublime 
lila. 

Ma's paternal grandmother gave this wondrous child the 
name 'Dakshayani'. Was this an indication of the 'mahashakti' 
rising within her? Because of her sublime beauty 
Mokshadasundari conferred upon her the’ name 
Nirmalàsundari-the embodiment of pure universal 
consciousness, the ever radiant one, bringing joy to-all. Even 
in Ma's childhood games, there was something spiritual about 
them. She never played with toys like other children, but 
would make idols of God with flowers, leaves or sand and 
worship them. s 

Attracted by her personality, people of all ages would 
gather round her and all came to love her. Mā on her part, 
filled them with joy. Children's games were not complete 
without her. Even birds and animals were drawn to her. When 
she walked along a street, at times a herd of cows would 
gather around her, licking her, and wagging their tails to 
express their joy. Ma would stand still and accept their 
affection. The other children would by now be standing at a 
distance watching the cows, afraid of them. People 
sometimes wondered how this was possible. There wa: 
however, no change in Ma under any circumstance. Everyon 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


Es the same to her; even trees and plants seemed to want to 


be close to, and she was seen talking to them. Her companions 
wondered, what sort of a girl was she ? 

Throughout all her plays or "lilas' right from childhood 
through all the subsequent stages, all those who came in 
contact with her felt the impact of something intangible, 
something sublime, something that turned an ordinary person 
into an extraordinary one. It is said that whoever came near 
her has benefited, and left her presence with something 
attained. No one went away disappointed. This is Ma's lila 
'maryada. 

Ma's marraige was fixed with Ramani Mohan 
Chakrabarty. Ramani Mohan :elonged to an excellent 
family, was good looking and worked in the police 
department; therefore a very eligible groom. The parents 
approved of him. Here it was as if Shiva himself was 
marrying Gouri, in the form of Nirmalasundari. An air or 
ethereal joy seemed to pervade the atmosphere and the minds 
of all those present there. Lakshmikanta Chakrabarty, in 
charge of the ceremony, moved by a very special emotion, 
said to Ramani Mohan, "My friend, you will realize only later 
, Whatatreasure you are taking home with you today.’ 

Ma's maternal uncle Vidyasagar Bhattacharya 

` Smritibhusan, was. a deeply religious person and highly 
\ respected for his spiritual wisdom. He always kept a keen 
watch on all her activities. At the time of the household Durga 

puja, he would always worship her as Kumari. He too was 
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present at the wedding. The following day, the bride and the 
groom were seated on two wooden seats and offered various 
gifts and food - creating a joyous occasion for all those 
gathered there. 

Ramani Mohan's mother was not alive at the time of the 
marriage. His father died two years later. At the time of 
marriage, Ma's age was twelve years ten months; the date was 
15th of 'Maagh', 1909. Ma accompanied her husband to her 
new in-laws's house. Everybody was charmed by her beauty. 
Ramani Mohan's elder brother, Rebati Mohan was the 
station-master of Sripur. His wife was sickly. Therefore 
Nirmalà was taken to Sripur, where the entire responsibility 
of running the house fell on Ma. Although so young, her 
capacity to look after her sister-in-law and all other household 
work amazed everyone. . Even when. guests came to the 
house, she would take such excellent care of them that they 
always went away happy. She looked after the welfare of 
Rebati Babu's children, sent them to school and took care of 
all their needs, taking care of Rebati Babu's and his wife's 
needs meticulously as well. There was also the task of 
washing. the utensils and everyone's clothes. As if 
mechanically she completed all her chores smoothly. Her 
body being unused to such hard work, her hands developed 
chilblains. Unaffected by this, she continued to do all her 
duties silently. The ladies of the neighbourhood felt sorry for 
her. One day one of them said to her, ‘What kind of a girl are 
you? You don't seem to have any feeling of pain or suffering; 
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you do not even brush your hair. Ma merely listened silently, 


They would quietly come and clean the utensils themselves, 
grind the spices and push them in through the gaps in the 
fences. What was the reasons for their feelings for Ma? Ma 
hardly ever spoke to them. At night she would sit up late 
stitching, knitting or crocheting. At times she even would go 
into a meditative mood, at times with her eyes fixed. Ma was 
conscious that it was not yet time for such things to be 
disclosed, therefore, although she came to be deeply 
respected because of her exceptional qualities, it never 
occurred to anyone to try to understand her. Rebati Babu had 
a great affection for Ma and admired the faultless execution of 
her duties in taking care of all members of the family although 
she scrupulously kept herself in the background. 
We find that once, missing their little daughter, as she had 


not visited her parents house for some time Dadamoshai went 
to her in-laws house to fetch her. At his request to take her 
back with him, Rebati Babu told him, ‘All of us depend 
entirely on Bouma(daughter-in-law)'s ministrations. She 
looks after all our needs, including our food. Do you really 
want to take her away from us?' Hearing this, Dadamoshai 
came back home, smiling and happy. 
Purna-Brahma-Narayan is surely beyond all rules and 
regulations, beyond all duties, still she carried out all duties of 
a householder meticulously. Why did she do this? No 
explanation can be given. But it is worth reflecting upon. 
Because, she is ‘Sarva-karananam Karanam', 'Yato-vacho 
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nivartante aprapya manasa saha'. Words cannot define or 


describe her. There, language fails. But we can certainly 
reflect upon it. So, this phase of Ma's life, the one of 
householder, is not something we can discuss, but something 
we need to try and reflect upon with our deepest feelings. 

Mā showed us in this phase of her worldly life, how to 
fulfill our duties of a householder. It is inspiring to learn 
about her meticulous, selfless service to others. She taught us 
that itis possible to attain God in spite of doing all household 
chores and duties. She taught us with the greatest care how to 
accomplish each household duty, how to adapt oneself to 
circumstances, and try to please and satisfy others. 
Impeccable and sincere service to others will have a purifying 
effect on one's mind. One's spiritual path becomes smoother. 
There was no need for Mato doall this! This saying from the 
Gita is the just reply to this. She did it only to teach us our 
duties for the welfare of the world. This world is the place for 
selfless service. Contentment and respect, love and faith must 
be learnt. A householder's life is not one for indulgence of 
one's senses. Therefore Ma's worldly lila is not iust a story. 
She teaches us the true values of life, that we ourselves are 
responsible for our suffering. Shorn of the great burden of ego 
and selfishness, a householder's life can become true worship 
of God. All work is worship of God, this realization can make 
one's life bright and shining. 

Soon after marriage Ramani Mohan lost his job causing 
considerable worry to the family. But Ma was unperturbed. 
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No sign of worry:could be seen 1n her. Ramani Mohan spent 


most-of his time away from home, looking for a job. It was 
only after four years that he succeeded in getting one at the 
Nawab Estate in Ashtagram. At the time Mà was at her 
parents' house in Bidyakut. From there she went directly to 
him. There. were only. the.two of them in the house. She 
looked after every need of her husband in a faultless and 
complete manner, obeying all his instructions 
unquestioningly. The neighbours enjoyed her company; she 
too seemed to return their affection whole-heartedly. It was 
here at Ashtagram that Mà was heard to recite 'Harinàm' 
hereself. Also, this was he first time that she was seen in a 
state of ecstacy as a result of kirtan. Some time later Ramani 
` Mohan was transferred to Bajitpur. 

Glory be to Bajitpur. It was here that there developed 
Ma's special relationship with the-neighbours that Ramani 
Mohan too came to be held in such affection by them and Mà 
in their deep reverence. 

, Bajitpur was the venue that saw the beginning as well as 
the completion of Ma's 'sadhan-lilà' - her divine game, that 
was witness to her self-revelation. Her 'dikshà' was truly a 
supernatural incident, in which Guru, shishya and ishta, all 
were Ma. She was complete, whole in herself, this was the 
revelation of the Supreme Being. Here, there was no place 
for feelings or language. It was the expression of the ultimate 
divine lilà. There had never been such revelation of the 
Supreme in any one in the Past, and it is not known whether 
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there will be in the future either. Guru, shishya and mantra 
were irrevocably one; surely it was the ultimate expression 
and culmination of ‘sadhana’. 

Here we see that the sole observer of the manifestation of 
this maha-lila was husband Ramani Mohan, who serving the 
state of ecstacy in Ma, was struck with fear one moment and 
full of questions the next. What was all this? Ma's reply was, 
‘Divine manifestation’. That was enough for him. Never in 
the future did he ever present any kind of impediment in Ma's 
way in the manifestation of her divine mood. On the 
contrary, all his life he looked after her well-being as if she 
were a child, and protected her body. It was the month of 
Sravan. After completing all her duties towards her husband, 
Ma had sat down in one corner of the same room. Signs of her 
divine lilà were about to start. After watching the kriyas for a 
time Ramani Mohan fell asleep. By ten minutes past ten all 
signs of 'diksha-lilà' appeared. There was no need for any 
external material. From within Mà there appeared flowers, 
'bel' leaves, the necessary utensils, the 'yajria' and all other 
requirements. When the process ended all these disappeared 
within Her. When Ramani Mohan asked Mā about the 
spiritual exercises he saw her performing, she remained 
silent. On the fourth day after this, after completing her 
duties, in the stupor-like condition, she sat down once again. 
The door to the room was half-ajar. Ramani Mohan had not 
gone to the court that morning. With Nishi Babu, Ma's 
maternal brother Smritibhushan, who, besides acting as a 
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pandit was also a practising Kaviraj, 


down beside Ma. Seeing her performing 'anganyas and 
karanyas, Nishi Babu wondered how she could be practicing 
these, for she had not yet taken 'diksha. With Ramani 
Mohan's help he asked, "Who are you?’ Ma replied, 'Purna 
Brahma Narayan.’ In answer to Ramani Mohan's question Ma 
was then heard to reply, Mahadevi. Ramani Mohan's next 
question was, ‘If you are Mahadevi, who am I? Maanswered, 
'Mahadev.' Ramani Mohan now asked, "You. have not yet 
received diksha, how is it that you are practicing such 


entered the room and sat 


exercises?’ 

Mā replied, ‘In your perception, whatever was to happen 
happened on the night of Jhulan Purnimà.' This revelation of 
Ma's true identity, as expressed through this wonderful 
joyous message is indeed something purely novel. In the 
annals of the spiritual history of this world, such a mahalila— 
of she herself appearing as her own guru, self-effulgent, 
accepting diksha, has not ever been either seen or heard or 
even known. Can there be anything greater than this lila! 
That is why Ma, appearing as both guru and shishya, is 
"Maryadapurushottama'. In worldly perception, Ramani 

Mohan was her husband, not willing to yield before his wife. 
Was that why he disclosed his own identity through Ma's 
answers to his questions ? 

Ma said, 'As you play the instrument, so will you hear.' Sri 
Bholanath and Nishikanta Babu were able to play on Ma in 
the right manner, and we find her revealed to us in her 
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unknowable; inexpressible form, that of the Supreme Being, 


in Ma's own radiant, glowing utterances. What tenderness, 
what compassion do we witness here in Ma! Dwelling on 
this earth, yet revealing her Supreme Self, this is indeed her 
divine lilà, this was her way of revealing to us the intangible in 
the tangible. 

In answer to his repeated questioning Ma disclosed to him 
the date and the star setting of his diksha. Ramani Babu 
decided not to take dikshà on that date. Gradually that 
particular day arrived. Without taking any food or informing 
anyone he left for the court, but Ma sent somebody with a 
word summoning him home. In reply he sent back a message 
saying that due to pressure of work he would not be able to 
come. Mā sent another message telling him that if he did not 
come she herself would come to fetch him. Knowing Ma and 
her unshakable resolve, and also knowing that she was quite 
capable of doing so, he hurried back home. 

- Once there, in accordance with Ma's instructions, he 
bathed, put on fresh clean clothes and sat down on his puja 
san. Ma sat, serene and grave; while mantras poured from 
her lips. Ramani Mohan accepted the spontaneous mantras 
with due respect. Ma then taught him the 'sandhyà and other 
kriyàs. Here the question may arise, who is the guru. The one 
who was the guru was also the shishya. This was a dual lilà, 
each complete in itself. It is but right that a lila should be 
between equals. In our perception Ramani Mohan was Ma's 
first shishya, Mà was the guru; in the ultimate analysis both 
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were the same. To us, Bajitpur is a holgrimage. Those who 


gained proximity to Mà here were all blessed. With the 
termination of Bholanath's job, Ma's divine lila at Bajitpur 
also came to an end. 

Bholanath was without a job and as a result, worried. Ma 
was silent. There was no way of receiving any answer by 
asking questions. Finally he came to his second brother in 
Dhaka. When even here his efforts: yielded no result, he 
resolved on returning home. At this point by signs Ma told 
him to wait for three days. Bholanath got a job as the 
supervisor of the Shahbag Gardens at the Nawab Estate, a 
vast and beautiful garden. A place fit for Ma to stay. She and 
Bholanath settled in there comfortably. Ma was given to 
various moods; it was Bholanath who looked after the 
household. Ma, in the throes of divine mood, did whatever 
she could of the chores. Realizing that it was no longer 
possible for Ma to look after the needs of the household, her 
body listless and drowsy and her mind unable to respond to 
the external world, he had his widowed younger sister Motori 
brought to Dhaka. Motori, being Bholanath's sister was our 
Pishima. With her coming Mà found a companion and the 
household work was taken care of. 

Just as honey bees do not need an invitation to go to a 
honeycomb but coming on their own, gather the honey and 
taste it, so did the people with thirst for spiritual knowledge 
gather round Ma, on their own. Anyone seeing her for the first 
time was charmed by her blissful radiant beauty, her sweet 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


39 
voice like the cascading waterfall, her gentle, and tender 


smile, her indifference to all worldly appearances, her long 
black abundant hair and her way of radiating love to all. At the 
same time she seemed to be completely detached, serene. At 
the very first meeting, the question rose to the mind, "Who is 
this? Nowhere else have I seen such a figure; why do I feel so 
attracted to her? Such simple transparent beauty can rarely be 
seen. And behold! it started from that day! One felt 
irretrievably drawn towards her, by the urge to get her 
darshan every day. Slowly Bholanathji tried to persuade Ma 
to come out before people; in his compassion he realized their 
eagerness to hear her speak to them, to ask her questions and 
hear what might alleviate their worries and their spiritual 
problems. He would tell her, "These people come to you only 
to receive spiritual solace and to find joy.’ Ma accepting his 
rods in all her simplicity, gradually began to appear before 
them. Is it possible to keep the one who is limitless obscured 
by a veil? The ever-radiant, Purna-Bhrahma swarupini Mà 
revealed herself, in answer to the earnest desire of all. From 
the limitless she came down to the realm of the limited. The 
one who is 'Anavasthishu avasthitam', now brought herself 
within reach of her devotees, as the embodiment of love and 
compassion. What a joy it was, what a wonder that in answer 
to their prayer they now stood face to face with their Mother - 
the personification of love and grace. 

Those who were blessed with proximity on a permanent 
basis to Mà at that time were Swami Akhandanandaji, Didi 
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Gurupriyā, Bhaiji, Yogeshda, Atulda, Dasuda. A few eminent 


ones were Prangopal Babu, Nishikanta Mitra, etc. One day 
the Manager of Nawab Estate, Yogesh Ghose sent a message 
to the effect that the noise of kirtan was disturbing the peace 
of the beautiful gardens and, as were the big crowds of people 
that it drew. The Nawab asked them to see him. The fear of 
losing his job worried Bholanath. On the Nawab's sending 
them his carriage, the two of them went to meet him. On 
meeting Ma and Bholanath, the Nawab and his daughter were 
both completely charmed and won over. Who were these two 
people they wondered! Again and again they looked at them 
feeling; as if they were people of their own, whom they knew 
from long. The very embodiment of love. Their attitude 
changed wholly, and they greeted and honoured them with 
fruits, flowers and sweets. Their hospitality was flawless. 
Later the Nawab sent them back to the Gardens once more, 
requesting them earnestly to continue to stay there. Bholanath 
heaved a sigh of relief. Such was Ma's charming and 
wonderful lila. Later, the Nawab became so devoted to her 
that for her convenience he even made arrangements for 
electrical connection in Shahbag. He was always careful to 
look after all her needs. The Nawabzadi often came to Ma 
with her children and Ma would cook for them herself. At the 
children's weddings, she invited Ma to Calcutta and took her 
there herself. Even the Manager of the Estate was 
transformed to such an extent that he accepted diksha from 
Bholanathji and became his disciple. It was indeed something 
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marvelous! In whatever form one sought Ma, her response 


was sure to come. If one sought her with earnestness, one 
found her. Even by being annoying one could succeed in 
getting a response from her, for, she was a Mother, after all ! 

In Dhaka Ma's joyful lila continued without end. One 
must deliberate upon her with the deepest attention and 
earnestness. As a result of the partition many of the places of 
worship have been destroyed. We too have lost that sacred 
place of pilgrimage which was the venue of Ma's divya-lila. 
However, the Siddheshwari Ashram still stands secure. Many 
of her devotees still go to pay their homage there, coming 
back with a feeling of its sacredness in their hearts. 

Mā and Bholanath often went and stayed there. One night 
when they went there, after paying their obeisance at Ma 
Lakshmi's feet, they sat down on a high mound. Under the 
pressure of Ma's hand, warm reddish water started to flow out 
of that spot. Finding Ma's entire arm upto the shoulder going 
down into the hole, Bholanathji, taken by fear, pulled her arm 
out. On Ma's saying, he touched the spot and felt some heat 
there. He then escorted Ma back to Ramna Ashram. Three 
days later, this spot was secured properly and later a 
Shiv-linga was installed there. Later, on Ma's instruction, the 
foundation was raised around and a platform constructed. Ma 
would often sit or recline on this. How she did so in such a 
small space no one could imagine. But nothing was 
impossible for her. On Basanti Puja day, she herself prepared 
moong dal, boiled potatoes and dessicated coco fritters and 
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offered them to Ma Kali. 
It was here that our revered Bhaiji had Ma's first darshan. 


Her spontaneous laughter made him give her the name 
Anandamoyee Mā - the name that the world now knows and 
reveres hereby. There was a huge white-ant mound there; at 
the time of Basanti Puja, this sacred clay was mixed with 
ordinary clay to form the idol of Ma Durga. Ma's anniversary 
was celebrated twice at that spot. 

We must now take our vision to a deeper level. One day, 
unknown to the village women, she had been named 'Khushir 
Ma’. Now her joyful celestial laughter was witnessed by the 
great self-realized Bhāiji and from within him emanated the 
name - Anandamayee Ma. Like Jagannath's 'Naba-kalebar’, 
she was born anew inher new name; before the eyes of all. 

In Dhaka Bholanathji performed the worship of Ma Kali. 
Here, before the 'purnahuti, by Ma's wish, arrangements were 
made to keep the sacred fire alight and for its proper 
maintenance. 

In the year 1946, Ma visited Dhaka, accompanied by 
Omkarnath Sitaram Baba and several other devotees. This 
was the final chapter of her ananda-lilà in Dhaka. But to this 
day her devotees feel the effect of her lilà there. This is the 
mahalila’ of Ma. Accompanied by Bholanathji and Bhaiji all 
of a sudden Ma left her joyful: devotees for an unknown 

destination, keeping their spiritual advancement in mind. The 
year was 1932. In answer to Bhàiji's question Ma had replied, 
‘Buy tickets for as far as the train goes.’ The train was the 
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Doon Express, and terminated at Dehradun. Bholanath and 


Bhaiji did not know anything about the place and naturally 
found everything unfamiliar However, from Ma's 
demeanour it seemed as if the place was well-known to her. 
They finally reached Raipur and took shelter in atumbledown 
dilapidated Shiv temple, by no means fit for human 
habitation. Snakes and scorpions abounded all around, and 
the place was surrounded by jungle. It was just a single, small 
room. But Ma decided to stay there; Bholanathji would 
remain in deep meditation in the temple. This deity was 
Kumudeshwar. Alone, Bhaiji looked after the needs of Ma 
and Bholanathji. Not a human face could be seen anywhere 
around; only groups of cowherds came from time to time to 
graze their cows. These boys, struck by Ma's divine beauty, 
went back and spread the word of the appearance of a ‘devi’. 
Villagers began coming to see her for themselves, thinking at 
first that this was a ‘sadhika' wife accompanying an ascetic, a 
spiritual seeker husband, taking Bhaiji to be somebody 
serving them. 

Gradually more and more people came to the jungle to see 
her, some out of sheer curiosity, many in order to find out the 
truth, and experiencing a great joy in her company, kept 
coming back there again and again. Bhaiji was a senior Govt. 
officer, though he dressed and behaved like a most ordinary 
person. He generally came to be taken as a servant working 
for Ma. Then, through addresses on letters that arrived in his 
name his true identity was discovered. The people of the 
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village felt deeply ashamed of themselves and henceforth 


held him in high regard. The place acquired a wonderful 
blissful atmosphere. 

One day Bhaiji asked Mā the reason for her coming to this 
place. Ma replied that she had a vision in the subtle of 
Kumudeshwar Shiv sitting here in a neglected state. That was 
why she had come. Arrangements were soon made for proper 
worshipping and renovation and maintenance of the temple. 
Many a forgotten temple did Mà so reconstruct and bring 
back into use. This was her goal in coming here. 

The zamindar of Raipur and owner of the said temple, 
Sukumari Lal happily donated the land at Ma's feet. Here 
came up the Anandamayee Ashram. It was truly a beautiful 
tranquil spot, indeed fit for meditation of spiritual seekers. 
This was 8th of June, 1932. The ‘ay is still celebrated with a 
great deal of joy and pomp as the anniversary of Ma's entering 
the ashram. The day is a happy one for everyone. 

Now started Ma's ceaseless roaming across the length and . 
breath of the country. Many places of pilgrimage were 
reclaimed, many almost obsolete temples brought back into 
use and arrangements made for regular ceremonial worship. 
The sacred ancient place of pilgrimage Naimisharanya was 
one such place. Although related to the 'puranas', there was 
nothing left of its old culture, leave alone the slightest 
indication of the presence of the 'Puran Purush’. By Ma's 
wish, a'Puran Mandir’ was constructed there, was nothing left 

of its old culture, leave alone the slightest indication of the 
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presence of the 'Puran Purush'. Here all the 'puranas' have 


been collected and an idol of 'Puran Purush' has been 
installed. 

Arrangements have been made for daily worship. No 
such deity can be found anywhere else in the country. This is a 
very special instance of Ma's divine 'kheyal'. 

When discussing the subject of Ma's travelling, one find 
her going from one end of the country to another, bringing 
peace and joy to many a restless, sorrowful heart, bringing 
many going astray back to the right path. She gave guidance 
to countless people in their spiritual seeking, inspired many in 
taking the right path. We are unaware of all such instances. So 
many grieving hearts were soothed by her tender touch. They 
came to her for solace, and went away with peace in their 
hearts. The poor and the uneducated gathered round her 
seeking her blessings in their hour of sorrow and she never 
failed them. Her compassion rained upon them in endless 
measures. 

Wherever Ma was expected, countless unidentified 
unknown people lined the roads to pay her their obeisance, 
their odoration. Ma showered her grace on all in an equal 
measure. Many felt amazed at this show of unequivocal 
reverence, where the question never rose about any one's 
being known to her or not. The gathering of large crowds at 
the prospect of the arrival of a noted leader or a celebrity is a 
common sight. But it was an extraordinary experience to see 
the fervent, ecstatic desire of these crowds coming to seek her 
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blessings, desirous of only her 'darshan'. It is not possible to 


visualize such scenes by anyone who has not had a personal 
experience of this in the different villages and towns visited 
by her; where she, as it were, became one with them. For this 
réason she may be called the maker of the destiny and the 
mind of the people. She was never limited in her outlook, as a 
result, the sick, the lame, the blind and the poor, all sought 
refuge at her feet. And she showered her love and blessings 
on all equally, more than was necessary perhaps. For, a 
mother is, after all, a mother. And that was why she never 
thought of her own physical comfort, distributing love 
without end, for the welfare of the world. : 

Bholanathji was the same in another form, it was this twin 
game in one that gave their lila its beauty. They played with 
their own selves. Bholanathji's life was an amazing one; it 
was because of his generosity, his compassion that we were 
able to get Ma. It was his kindness and his waves of boundless 
joy that brought richness and gaiety into our dry desert-like, 
faith-less life. He never tried to keep his spiritual attainments 
from anyone, rather making it evident to all, and that was why 
we were able to get Ma. 

Here Bholanathji is present before us in the form of a 
spiritual seeker. By his sadhana at Tarapith he became a 
realized being. He practiced deep meditation at Jwalamukhi, 
Uttarkashi and Raipur. Before all eyes he worshipped his 
wife as Devi and accepted her as his guru. He showed the 
world how the establishment of woman power in the form of 
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Devi Jagaddhatri. could create an ideal houehold. It was here 


that one could perceive a complete picture of Bholanath and 
Ma together; a systematic display of the 'Mahalila' described 
inthe Bhagavat. 

Mahamahopadhyay Gopinath Kavirajji once asked, 'Ma, 
should we take your behaviour, the methods of your 
‘sadhana’ to be acting ?' 

Ma replied, "Where acting is bound by specific time that 
action becomes entertainment; filling the time completely, 
planned with imagination and presented for the pleasure of 
the viewers. When one deals with the transient things of this 
world which are also a part of God's play, it is a question of 
what are accepted as proper behaviour, politeness, humility, 
acting etc. Even there, He is present. Now that you ask about 
this boy, here things happen as they come, according to God's 
wish.' Therefore one can state with complete faith that all 
Ma's lilās, whether childhood, 'sansar'-or household, or her 
lilà for the good of man are all divine lilas. Not something 
done to please anyone: Mā, in spite of doing all such actions, 
was not involved in anything; again, even without doing 
anything she was involved in everything. This was what was 
special and characteristic of Ma's 'Mahalila'. 

In Bajitpur all details of Ma's sadhan-lila were displayed, 
the revelation of the intangible while living in the tangible 
world. There was no question of any solitude like that of a 
forest or being away from noise; it was a simple sadhana. 
Whenever any particular situation was called for it came to 
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present itself on its own. Mas sadhana was to do with the 


basic, the inherent nature. 

A great deal of Ma's time was spent among vast crowds of 
people, in respose to their craving for her darshan. Never was 
she seen to be upset or annoyed, remaining eversmiling, ever 
bestowing joy on her devotees. It is difficult for us to 
comprehend her limitless compassion, her grace, her 
inconceivable beauty. Perhaps only those that came with a 
thirst for the unattainable were able to understand Her real 
identity a little. Different people saw Ma in different forms. 
Pramatha Babu saw her as Chamunda; his orderly as 
Dashavidya; Nirmal Babu of Kashi as Saraswati and 
Ushadidi of Bajitpur in the form of a mother. Charmed with 
her smile, she named her 'Khushir Ma’. In Ashtagram, 
Harakumar, powerfully attracted by Mà, remained constantly 
alert to her every need yet eager to partake of her ‘prasad’. 
Realising Ma's true identity he prophesized, "Today I am 
calling you Ma; one day the world will call you by that name.’ 
His prophesy did indeed come true. Blessed is he! It was he 
who gave the world the first indication of her greatness. 

Adarini Devi came for Ma's darshan in Dhaka, 
accompanied by her father. Ma was in a dazed state at the 
time; in that very state she said to her, "Where were you all 
these days?' — as if she were someone very close to her and 
she had been awaiting for her. Adarini too was thinking that at 
last she was meeting the one for who she had been waiting for 
along time. She felt overwhelmed with joy. All the darkness 
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and gloom inside her were swept away by this overwhelming 


current of adoration. 

She threw herself at Ma's feet; Ma accepted her. That day 
Adarini found herself ace to face with the one for whom her 
heart had been longing. Before her she saw that dazed 
ecastatic look that she had read about in books, the one in 
whose thought she had been absorbed for long. She is fair ot 
complexion, dishevelled hair, red bindi on her forehead, and 
glowing beauty, - her adored one. Adarini's heart was full. 
From that day onwards she began to serve Ma with all her 
mind, body and everything she had, becoming her constant 
companion and the protector of her body. In Ma's vast family, 
she became everyone's didi. Mà named her Gurupriya Devi, a 
name truly fit for.her. Ma was the guide in her life. Gradually 
she made her ready for her role. Except for Ma nothing and 
nobody existed for her, never did she ever think of herself. 
Her only consideration being that nothing should cause Ma 
inconvenience, that she should stay well. She was as if Ma's 
shadow. Just as Mà was everything to her, so was she 
indispensable to Mà. She would call her at every step. Every 
moment in her heart she carried Ma's joyful charming form. 
In spite of her extremely busy schedule, Didi would sit down 
at night to write Ma's ‘lila’. This was later published as a book - 
'Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee’. This is our treasure trove, 
from this we come to know of Ma's daily life. 

Over time, even a person such as Didi fell ill and remained 
so for thirty years. Ma kepta strict eye on her comfort, so that 
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there was no fault in her nursing. Seeing Didi suffering, 


many said, 'Didi; why don't you tell Mà to cure you? They 

were amazed at her reply, ‘The One who has given me the 

illness will see to its alleviation. He/She knows everything 

what need is there of telling her anything? This deep and 

abiding faith in Ma has turned Didi into an ever-shining 

personality.. à 

In the worldly perception at the time of Didi's death Mā 

was in Vrindavan but all the time she was very much with 

Didi. Didi drew her last breath in Varanasi, in the worldly 
perception Ma had not received the news; she was seated at a 
session of Bhagavat. That very moment she turned to Triguna 
Sen and said, 'Didi is gone.' Trigunada was amazed. He 
realized that distance was of no significance to Ma. Ma 
arrived at Kashi and gave instructions regarding all that was 
to be done, although she did not go near Didi at all. Didi was 
immersed into Ganga at the lotus-feet of Vishnu. Prior to that, 
all the rituals presecribed for sadhus and sanyasis were 
performed by Swami Chinmayanandaji. Ma said, 'The idol 
has been immersed.' Didi was not an image fashioned out of 
clay, hers was a body of flesh and blood into which Mà had 
installed life. That was why we heard Mā utter those words. 
Indeed, Ma's constant companion, Didi, by Ma's grace is 
established as a divine deity. Perhaps, giving up the taste of 
Ma's worldly constant companionship, she chose to immerse 
herself into the sadhana of the intangible and the formless. 
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At Ma's appearance a general atmosphere of spiritualism 
was created around that period. 

And those who came into contact with Ma's edifying and 
divine influence were all elevated to the level of pure and true 
saints. Among them special mention must be made of the 
saintly and revered Bhaiji. 

Bhaiji came from Chittagong. He came to Dhaka in 
connection with his official work, being employed as a senior 
official in the Department of Agriculture. It was here that he 
met Mā for the first time, to him she appeared as the 
embodiment of a divinity - formless, intangible. Is this my 
adored one - come to me at long last? He was speechless, 
seeing her unmatched, indescribable beauty and her ecstatic 
disposition. Not able to hold himself back, he asked her, 
"Have I a chance of any spiritual uplift?’ A mother ever desires 
her children's welfare, and, go guide him in his spiritual path 
she replied, "Your hunger for such a life is not yet strong 
enough.' With this one sentence she as it were roused further 
his hunger for a spiritual life. It is through patience and 
fortitude that one can find the way to the Supreme. This is a 
specific stage of one's spiritual journey, when the only path is 

a keen and earnest desire. Bhaiji's earnest hunger was an 
instance of Ma's grace, a very significant one in the process of 
the formation of his future life, - an amazing lila. 

Bhàiji's earlier name was Jyotish Chandra Roy. Within 
Ma's family, he is known better as Bhaiji. He was the adopted 
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son of Bholanathji and Ma. Seeing signs of a Brahmin in him, 


Mā had put a gold sacred thread round his neck. Looking of 
Bhaiji's life, one sees that as a result of his special powers 
gained by his sadhana, he was always aware of Ma's 
whereabouts. Obeying Ma was the ideal of his life. He never 
sat down in Ma's presence. It was he who was behind the 
setting up of the Dhaka ashram so that a large number of Ma's 
devotees could gather at one place and enjoy Ma's company 
and sing kirtan. This was the first ashram of Ananadmayee 
Sangha. What Bhaiji has written about his personal 
experience of Mà in his book Matridarshan is worth careful 
reflection of every reader. 

Bhaiji was ill. However, he was all ready to accompany 
Ma and Bholanathji on their joruney to Mount Kailash. The 
path was dangerous and difficult, but he was undeterred by 
that fact. The delight of Ma's company was the most 
important thing to him. Although difficult of access the 
journey was one of great joy. On reaching Mansarovar, his 
deepest feelings of renunciation came out on its banks. Even 
Ma's and Bholanathji's love was of no importance to him. He 
prepared to discard his sacred thread and clothes and climb 
further up into the mountains in order to immerse himself in 
meditation, when Bholanathji dissuaded him with great 
difficulty. Ma appeared there and spontaneous sanyas 
mantras emanated from her lips. Bhaiji accepted them. Mà 
gave him the name of Mounananda Parvat. 

The Kailash Yatra came to an end. Ma came back to 
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Almorá with her entire retinue. No treatment was of any avail; 


Bhaiji was on his death bed. Ma, Bholanathji and several 
devotees sat around him. Before them all were expressed 
Bhàiji's last emotions, 'We are all one. I see Ma within me 
and without Mà and I are one.' This ultimate realization of 
oneness with Mā was also another instance of Ma's grace. On 
the path of spiritualism, this expression of the seventh stage, 
where Thou and I become one, is a very special stage - an 
instance of Ma's boundless grace on Bhaiji that, on the 
gaining of which there is nothing further to look for or to 
know. In Bhàiji's twelve messages we find him stating, 'Mà is 
the embodiment of all that we understand by the word 
Bhagavan or Ishwar.' His blessed life remains a source of 
constant inspiration to us. 
Swami Paramanandaji 

In the tiny village of Bitara of Tripura district, was born a 
realized sadhika of a very high level. Many wise men of that 
time accepted her as their guru, among them some learned 
sanyasis who had renounced everything. Their question 
was, 'Mà, we too give discourses, but how is itthat they do not 
possess that touch of sweetness that one finds in your words?’ 
Ma replied, "When you speak, you use words out of books, I 
speak from within myself.' How simply, in what few words 
Ma explained the difference between the worldly and the 
Spiritual ! 

Suresh Chakrabarty of this village completed his 
education in the village and began to spend his time at Ma's 
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ashram. After his guru left his mortal body, he went to 


Calcutta to complete his graduation and never went back 
home. He left everything in order to search for the unknown, 
reaching Uttarkashi, where he happened to meet the much- 
respected Devgiri Maharajji. Then began the study of the 
Vedanta and onward journey on the path of spiritualism. On 
his guru's instructions, he visited Tibet, Ladakh and even 
more inaccessible places of pilgrimage, finally reaching 
Gangotri, where he met Baba Bholanathji. At his request he 
came to Uttarkashi, had Ma's darshan, and with great delight 
began living in the Ashram. The life of an earnest spiritual 
seeker, a student of Vedanta and an all renouncing sanyasi 
was transformed into the life of an ideal man of action. It was 
he who now looked after the entire running of Ma's ashram 
meticulously according to her wishes. Just as he did 
everything according to her wishes and desires, she too 
consulted him in each and every matter connected with the 
ashram. 

Only those who have experienced Swamiji's affection can 
understand the full extent of it. He encouraged every intention 
towards renunciation, always stressing its importance. An 
avadhoot and a follower of Shiv, having great knowledge of 
the Vedas, on seeing him in Ma's company, said, 'How did 
you get into such company?’ Swamiji replied, 'I have come 
here knowing fully well what I was doing.' Avadhootji was 
silent. Later he too became a follower of Ma. One day he 
asked, 'How did an earnest Vedantic - and world - renouncing 
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sadhak like you get caught in a net of 'maya' (illusion) in this 


manner? Swamiji answered, 'Many sadhaks perform 
spiriutal practices for their own good, hiding themselves from 
people's eyes in the pursuit of dharma. What is wrong if I am 
with Ma in her 'lila' of saving the world? Don't you know that 
although she has no duties of her own she still keeps herself 
engaged in daily festivities and religious ceremonies? It is all 
but forthe good of mankind, is it not?' 

Saying this he started the tale of a squirrel. 'In order to 
destroy Ravan, the forest dweller Ramchandra was 
constructing a bridge over the sea. Hanuman, Jambovan, Nal, 
Neel - all were busy gradually building it up with stones and 
big trees. Hanuman noticed that a squirrel was repeatedly 
diving into the sea, rolling itself in the sand and coming up on 
the bridge being built and shake the sand off its body." 

Surprised, Hanuman asked the squirrel, ‘What are you 
doing? The squirrel replied, "You are also doing whatever 
you are capable of in the building of the bridge; I too am doing 
what is within my capacity. ‘Hanuman contemptuously gave 
him a light kick. Angry and grieved, the squirrel went and 
complained to Ramchandra whereupon Ramchandra began 
to stoke the squirrel's body affectionately. Since then there 
have been the three lines on a squirrel's back. In the same 
manner Swamiji wanted to do his little bit towards the good of 
man in Ma's company. That is why he remains one of the 
greatest devotees of Ma. 

Gradually Swamiji's life which had always been so full of 
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action came to an end in Hardwar on 5th March, 1984, and we 


lost one of our greatest well-wishers and a great soul, steeped 
in the spirit of renunciation. He was the Vice-President of 
Anandamayee Sangha. 
Swami Virajanandaji 

A mother arrived at Shree Shree Ma Anandmayee's Kashi 
Ashram along with her son, Kamal Bhattacharya, seeking 
Ma's darshan. She told Ma that she had inadvertently killed a 
rat and since then had been worried and anxious lest any evil 
should touch her son. She prayed that no harm should touch 
him. Ma consoled her by telling her that she should have a 
darshan of Vishwanath with her son and offer him at his feet, 
praying for his welfare. 

The mother did as told, but Kamal Bhattacharya's mind 
had undergone a change, and he did not return to the Ashram. 
Sorrowfully the mother came and related everything to Ma. 
When he had not returned till the evening, Ma sent someone 
to bring him back to the ashram. He did come, but refused to 
resume a householder's life, staying on instead at Ma's Ashram 
as an inmate. A person with a striking personality, and an 
engineer working in a British company, with a prestigious 
post, he gave up his family comprising wife, a son and a 
daughter and a happy home life without an instant's 
hesitation. He was firm in his resolve, always remaining 
steady on the path of righteousness, disturbed by any show of 
deception. 

He came to be known as Kamalda and dedicated himself 
fully to the service of the ashram, delighting in Ma's 
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company. He was an extremely efficient organizer, keeping 


an ever alert eye on Ma's welfare. On her side Ma too kept a 
keen eye on him Gradually he took to wearing ochre. He was 
the compiler and collector of Swakriya Swarasamrita. It was 
he who read out portions from it to Mà before its publishing 
and gave it its final form. This was his big achievement. 

From Kamalda we saw him becoming Birajanandaji. He 
would say, 'Swakriya Swarasamrita is not just a collection of 
worlds. For us mortals it is a treasure house of nectar or amrit 
infusing life into us. Mā is the unfailing guide for us mortals 
on our path of spiritualism.’ Many write books, but one does 
not get to hear such exalted words about them. Swamiji was 
constantly immersed in the joy and beauty of Ma's words. To 
him Ma's words were his mainstay on his journey of life. 

Right upto the time that he fell ill, he kept himself busy 
with the work of writing and publishing of books. When his ill 
health made it impossible for him to continue this work, he 
would sit by himself, and his earnest desire for Ma's company 
would make him talk to himself about Ma and at times he 
even felt that she was there before him, listening to his words. 
Attimes he believed that she was indeed there and said so. 

Swamiji was the Vice President of Anandamayee 
Sangha, completely dedicated to its welfare and spiritual 
upliftment. He was also the Head of the Sadhus. Finally he, to 
whom Mā was everything, was called to take his place into 
Ma's close proximity, and we lost a great 'Matri-sadhak' like 
Swamiji. His place can never be filled; I pay my respectful 
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obeisance to the great soul. 


Swami Swarupanandaji 
Born in a well-to-do family in Bengal, his father not only 
possessed plenty of worldly riches, but also spiritual wealth. 
His mother was a devoted and deeply religious lady. 
Although brought up in a wealthy family, right from his 
childhood he felt an intense desire for peace and joy. After 
completing his education he engaged himself in nursing his 
sick mother, and when she passed away performed all the 
necessary rituals. After this he left his family and friends and 
set out on his search of the real truth and the long-desired 
abode of bliss, mind and heart filled with an indomitable 
enthusiasm. In the process of his wanderigns, he reached Va- 
ranasi dham, and found himself before Anandamayee 
Ashram on the bank of the Ganga. At that moment satsang 
was going on in the corridors of Annapurna mandir. With 
Swamiji there was also his friend Prakashanandaji. They 
came face to face with Mà and both immediately felt in their 
innermost hearts that this was their saviour, the guru they had 
been looking for all these days. They prostrated themselves at 
her feet. In the Gita it is said, 'pranipatena pariprashnena 
sevaya. Swarupanandaji's heartfelt obeisance was rewarded 
with Ma's graciousenss. Satsang over, they talked, Ma 
accepted him. 
Early next morning the newly-arrived Swarupanandaji 
presented himself at Ma's feet and his new life of purity 
started amid joy. He came dressed as a brahmachari; later was 
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initiated into sanyas by Muktanandagiriji. According to Ma's 


instruction, her set out on a journey to places of pilgrimage as 
a parivarajak, a traveller, experiencing supernatural incidents 
that brought to him the realization of Ma's grace, 
strengthening his faith and devotion to Ma even further. He 
spent a long time at the Bhimpura Ashram. Arrangements 
were meager; he took only what was obtained in begging. At 
times devotees from villages would bring him offerings. 
Days went by in a sensation of joy. Later, by Ma's indication 
he came into he proximity, his severe tapasya was at an end. 
Then began his life of action, serving the guests and visitors, 
taking care of everyone's food, looking after the inmates of 
the ashram, waiting on the poor. He dedicated himself whole- 
heartedly to these activities, with complete sincerity and 
devotion; feeding Ma's devotees to their satisfaction, treating 
everyone as his own, encouraging spiritual leanings in his 
conversation with all. Through such behaviour he soon came 
to be liked by many. While he was always alert about carrying 
out all Ma's instructions, Mà too would send for him when 
dealing with important matters. 

One finds ample evidence of Swamiji's skill in all matters 
in the setting up of the Ma Anandamayee Archive, the library 
dealing with books of all religions, the organization of 
Vidyapeeth and Anandajyotipeetham. He was: the Chief 
Secretary of Anandamayee Sangha and Sadhu-in-Charge of 
the Ashrams at Delhi, Brindavan, Calcutta etc. By Ma's 
blessing he realized Ma's presence in the minutest particles of 
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"things. 
Slowly Swamiji's active life came to its end. Even when 
ill, he was always seen to be smiling immersed, as it were in 
an ocean of bliss. Gradually he withdrew himself from the 
presence of people. Then one day, on 14th of September, 
2002, he breathed his last, becoming one with eternal bliss. 
One glowing star was lost in darkness. A person of exemplary 
skill left this world to enter Ma's eternal abode, his long- 
desired destination. 
Swami Prakashanandaji 
Swami Prakashananda was a stern vedantic. He always 
kept himself immersed in the discussion of the Vedas. 
Although born in an educated and well-to-do family, from 
childhood he had spiritual leanings, with a thirst for the truth. 
And that was why he left everyone in order to look for the real, 
the intangible. Finally he had Ma's darshan in Varanasi and 
realized instantaneously that here was the final reality, the 
Absolute being in whose search he had wandered so long. He 
gave himself up at her feet and she offered him refuge. At her 
bidding he accepted sanyas and lived the life of a wandering 
monk. He did not involve himself in any important work in 
the ashram. = pai 
Prakashanandaji was plain-spoken and always full of 
laughter, his devotion to Ma second to none. He loved to 
delight Ma's devotees by talking about her various lila's, thus 
drawing them closer to Ma and also endearing himself to 
them. 
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One day, talking to them thus, he told, 'Do not expect 


anything from Ma. She is not going to give you anything, nor 
is she interested in doing either good or harm to anyone. 
Watching her you have to grow yourselves. She alone knows 
what draws lakhs and lakhs of people to her like a magnet. 
The moment one sees her each person's life gets transformed 
according to his or her qualities. The appearance of the sun in 
the sky in one moment rouses the entire animated world, and 
its warmth gives sustenance to the earth and all its plants and 
creatures according to their capacity of imbibing power from. 
it; there is no question of the sun's desire or otherwise, of its 
liking or dislike. The same is the experienced truth about Ma's 
lila.' In his own life Prakashanandaji's belief and submission 
to Ma was unparalleled. That made him liked and respected 
by all Ma's devotees. 

In spite of various age related ailments, he continued to 
move around the ashram and talk smilingly to everyone. He. 
did not suffer too much from pain. In 1995 in Kankhal he 
finally offered himself at Ma's feet taking his leave of mortal 
life and entering Ma's bliss filled world. My humble pranam 
tohim. | 

Swami Bhaskaranandaji 

Swami Bhaskaranandaji was completely lost in his love . 
for Mà but could not determine his course of action. He 
finally setout on his own, leaving behind the safe refuge of his 
parents' house, the company of his friends, the comforts of 
family life and the sweet memories of his sisters and brothers. 
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He artived at Ma's feet and at her darshan and seeing the smile 


that made one forget everything else, he knew that this was 
what he had been waiting for all these years. Ma's company 
day after day and her supernatural lilas overwhelmed him and 
Ma's wonderful affection filled his heart with joy. He could 
never have enough of her company and his eyes would fill 
with tears if he had to leave her. It filled people with surprise 
to find such a highly educated person transformed in this 
manner by Ma's love and grace. In a short time he came to 
know all the people around him and became a respected 
sanyasi by the name Bhaskaranandaji. 
At Ma's instruction he performed Gayatri Purascharan an 

extremely difficult practice, performed over three years. 
Joyfully he went through all the rituals according to Ma's 
instruction, obeying her every word. It was his special quality 
to gather the devotees and carry out satsang, thus spreading 
joy and love for Ma. He would say, 'To be a sadhu one must 
give up all comforts of life and hold on only to Ma. She is the 
most coveted thing of our lives.’ As his compassion brought 
people closer to him he gradually neared the end of his days 
and despite the devotees' tireless nursing, Bhaskarda became 
one with the others of Ma's family, — where there was nothing 
but sweetness. 

à .Swami Nàrayanananda Teertha 

Swami arrived Kashi at Shree Shree Mà Anandamayee's 

ashram. He was received dandisanyas in Shree Shree Ma's 
presence on the banks of the Ganga where it flows 
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northwards. The date was 20th April, 1950, the auspicious 


day of Akshay Tritiya. Sanyas means renunciation of all 
action. There are four kinds of sanyas- Kutichak, Bahudak, 
Hansa and paramhansa. Narayanananda teertha took 
paramahansa sanyas. It takes four days to be initiated into 
Paramahansa sanyas, — fasting the first day, prayaschitta on 
the second day, one's own last rites on the third and the start of 
'mundan' birajahome. 

The entire night was spent in reciting the Gayatri mantra 
before fire. On the fourth day came the 'purnahuti' of 
virajahome — giving up of the 'shikha-sutra, initiation into 
sanyas. As long as rituals of sanyas continued Ma remained 
seated beside. After virajahome, even at the time of Gayatri 
japa, Ma walked around the vicinity so that he did not fall 
asleep. What boundless compassion! It was in the Biraja 
Mandir that the initiation took place and the hearing of the 
'Prem mantra’ - the mantra of love emanating from the guru's 
lips - the enunciation of the Mahavakyas. It was at his Guru's 
instructioris that he accepted his ochre robes from Ma's hands, 
the 'danda' - the staff, and the 'kamandalu'. Ma's presence at 
such rituals was indeed an incident of great fortune. Although 
Ma's kripa - her mercy is showered upon all constantly, these 
are instances of special expression of his 'Ohaituki (without 
cause) kripa. | 

Swami Nārāyanānanda teertha was born in a poor 
Brahmin family of East Bengal, a family that was deeply 
religious and devoted to the worship of Narayanshila. He 
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came to Varanasi on some work, accompanied by his aged 


paternal aunt and here had his first darshan of Ma. Gradually, 
on getting better acquainted with her, he took to the life of the 
ashram. His name was Nepal Chandra Chakravarti, our 
Nepalda, who, by Ma's grace and blessings, in time became 
transformed into Narayanananda teerthaji. On that auspicious 
day, as the rituals of Akshay Tritiya puja proceeded, an 
atmosphere of purity and holiness pervaded the ashram. This 
great place of pilgrimage was dear to all. The air was rendered 
holy by the constant chanting of the sweet name of 
Vishwanath, while from the ashram rose Brahmachari 
Vibhuda's voice singing 'Nirvanashtak-mohamudgar' and 
songs of renunciation. The ashram seemed to be in the throes 
ofan ecstasy of renunciation. 

I mention an incident, a lila of Ma when Swamiji was still 
Nepalda. He used to perform puja i.e. worship with complete 
earnestness and devotion, preparing the bhog with his own 
hands, using the money he received as pension. One day he 
had brought some coarse rice from the ration-control shop 
and offered this with a vegetable dish prepared with 'bhindi'. 
While he was in the act of offering it to the deity, Ma came and 
stood behind him. Swamiji was extremely surprised to see Ma 
there, and even more taken aback when Ma declared that she 
would be partaking of Narayan's prasad that day. Speechless 
with humility and embarrassment he thought, today Ma was 
manifesting herself in the form of the One who gave up the 
delicacies prepared by Rukmini herself in order to taste the 
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banana skin offered by Vidura's wife. Anyway, now all the 


dishes prepared with Gurupriya Devi's hands were brought. 
As Ma sat down to bhog, she had Swamiji bring in the platter 
of bhog he had prepared for Narayana and at her instruction 
feed her from that platter. Overcome with shame and grief he 
obeyed her instruction. Ma accepted that prasad and then took 
a little from the food prepared by Gurupriyà Devi too. Ma, 
who usually accepted only a small quantity of even the 
delicacies brought by wealthy people, today accepted the 
coarse rice offered to Narayan of her own will. Many call Ma 
'the Mother of the rich’. Does not this incident illustrate that 
God accepts the offerings of the poor with the same pleasure 
when offered with love! This is because she is the mother of 
all, aloving Mother, a playful Mother, a "lilamayee Ma. 

Swamiji was an earnest, world-renouncing Brahmin. He 
would rise at three every morning and after bathing in the 
Ganga, sit down to do his puja. He did all the work with his 
own hands, including washing the utensils, even cleaning the 
room. Later of course he gave up everything, donating even 
his pension to the ashram. Narayanshila was placed in 
Annapurna Mandir and he used to take Annapurna's prasad. 
How does one describe the boundless lila and greatness ofthe 
One whose ‘lila’ even Brahma-Vishnu-Shiva could not 
define. This is but one wonderful instance of the countless 
ways in which our compassionate Mā showered her blessings 
upon us. 

In Kashi the ahuti to the Yajria was offered with one crore 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


66 
Gayatri mantras, recited over three years, which was called 


'Savitri Yajña'. It was led by none other than Ma, initiated by 
her unparalleled companion Didi Gurupriya Devi, our 
Narayan Swami’ being the one in whose name it was 
performed (yajman). In the year 1950, under Ma's special 
directive, with the help of Vibhuda acting as tantradharak, he 
performed the seasonal Basanti puja in Ma's presence; he also 
performed Gayatri Purasharan. 

The unfolding of such a holy and pure life before us was 
nothing but an instance of Ma's endless mercy. This special 
recipient of Ma's kripa - this dandiswami - after a period of 
illness, merged into the vast ocean of bliss, where her lila 
continues everlastingly. He is now in the boundless ocean of 
bliss. 

Tulsidas has said, that by the influence of a saint like 
Narada, à dacoit like Ratnakar was able to create a 'shastra' - a 
treatise like the Ramayana. By the influence of a saint a crow 
can turn into a cuckoo, a crane can turn into a swan. He has 
also said that all great souls of the world have become so 
under the influence of 'satsang'. Bathing in the Ganges can 
cleanse one of one's sins but cannot change one's life. But in 

holy and saintly surroundings, among saintly people, a 
person's life can change. 'Sath sudhàrahi satsangati pai. 
sages are the washermen of one's spiritual path. Woe upto 
places which cannot boast of the presence of holy men.’ 

Blessed are those who have received the benediction of 
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the company of saintly souls. Those who are rich in 


knowledge, who are rich in material wealth, who, in spite of 
having been born in wealthy, cultured families have given up 
these in order to look for that intangible world of bliss, who 
have surrendered themselves at the feet of Ma, whose lives 
have been directed by Ma and who have been accepted into 
Ma's family and found the blossoming of their spiritual lives 
there, are truly blessed. That is the reason for such discussion 
of their lives, merely in order to cleanse one's own mind and 
heart. 

One morning it was heard that Ma had preapred 
something special and was distributing it among all with her 
own hands. Those who came to do their first pranam of the 
day were all receiving it. Vibhuda came first and did his 
pranam and Mā handed him a tomato, saying, ‘Eat it. Happy 
at receiving prasad from Ma's hand, he took a bite and said, 'It 
is wonderful! What taste!’ Vibhuda was a good singer, who 
charmed even sadhus and saints with his singings. Indeed Ma 
herself would ask him to sing before them. Later it came to be 
known as 'sanyasbrahmananda'. The seeds had been taken out 
of the tomatoes, spices had been put in their place and then 
they had been steamed. Ma had thought of this in her mind 
and prepared it. 

"Then came Nirvanda. Mà gave one to him also. The 
moment he tasted it he remarked, "What kind of food is this? 
There is no salt, no taste at all.' All who were present were 
Surprised, for Vibhuda had just said how tasty it was. Not to 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


68 
be outdone he sent for Vibhuda, and when he came Nirvanda 


asked him, 'How did you find the tomato?’ Vibhuda, with the 
same happy smile repeated what he said earlier, Very good! 
Nirvanda then told Vibhuda, 'Vibhuda, you may be a good 
singer, but you have no sense of taste!’ Whereupon Vibhuda 
retorted back, ‘Nirvan, Ma's touch has turned it into 'amrit- 
nectar; there is no question of what is or is not inside. You 
have to just savour that ‘amrit. 

The idea of relating these incidents is to give an idea of 
their proximity of Ma. To Vibhuda Ma was God, her touch 
brought to him the sense of amrit. To Nirvanda, a sadhak 
drawn there by Ma's attraction, she was Mother. How could 
there be any sense of embarrassment or hesitation in that 
relationship? It was a very beautiful natural childlike quality. 
As the love, devotion and complete faith in Ma came 
naturally to the inmates of the ashram, its sadhaks and 
sadhikas, so was her influence upon them significant. Under 
Ma's direction and guidance gradually began their spiritual 
awakening. It was Ma's special ‘kheyal’ to turn their minds 
always towards God. She gave them a mother's indulgence, 
censuring them when necessary, something that is to be noted 
carefully. The lives that developed under her guidance, her 
directives were indeed very special. I feel the lives of these 
sadhaks and sadhikas who remained in close proximity to Ma 
of special significance and importance in the history of our 
lives and in Ma's family. 

Here, the discussion of the lives of these great souls who 
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lived in the ashram under Ma's shelter is only 'svantasukhaya'. 


It is certainly worthy of deep reflection when people who, in 
spite of having all material comforts, give up everything in 
order to take up a path of spirituality at Ma's feet. This is justa 
small effort at a description of such great ones. 

One morning the word went round that Mà would be 
preparing 'bhate-bhat. All those around her became busy 
trying to help her with the ingredients. Ma arrived at the 
scheduled time and started the 'bhate-bhàt'. The expert way 
she went about it was indeed worth noting carefully. What 
was surprising was that there was no stirring of the pot 
involved. When the 'bhaat' was ready she took the utensil off 
the fire; the rice was perfectly done, each grain separate. After 
being offered as bhog, the sadhus were served first and then 
we too received prasad from Ma's hand. It was so aromatic, so 
tasty! It felt like 'amrit', although one is not supposed to enjoy 
the taste of prasad, but just to accept it happily. 

All Ma's lilas were beautiful. Even the act of cooking was 
a part of her divine lila. During the householder period of 
Ma's life, she had been an excellent cook and she had been 
known for her cooking skills. Everyone loved her cooking. 
How does one get to know the omnipresent, the divine Ma? In 
Matrilila, one hears Ma saying, "Who is Anandamayee Ma? 
And who is Ananadamayee? He is ever present in every 
single object, in the heart of every being. She/He is 
everywhere. Seeing or finding Her or Him one sees and finds 
everything.’ It means becoming without fear, without doubt, 
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imperishable, immortal. Again one hears her saying, "Do you 


know what this body says?—that she does not go to anyone's 
house, does not eat anything offered to her, does not look at 
anyone, does not ask any questions of anyone. Do you know 
what that means? - that she is always there with a mother or a 
father, and with friends — completely free. She neither comes, 
nor goes. I am what I was earlier, I will remain the same later 
too. Whatever you say or think, I am that. You may want this 
body to move, but this body has never moved, does not ever 
move, nor will it ever move." 
"Trees, plants, animals and birds all are parts of this body. 
To this body nothing is separate from it.' What greater proof 
do we need of Ma's divinity? She is the primordial, immortal, 
omnipresent, omniscient Ma. Mais the Supreme Being, she is 
also an atom. That is why even in the human form, in the ` 
universe she is 'Vyapti-rupena-sansthita’. In the worldly sense 
she has manifested herself among us as an answer to our 
prayers. She says, 'You wanted me, and you got me.' In the 
ultimate, her true identity is Purna-Brahma Narayan.' By the 
influence of her supernatural powers she is 'kartu-kartum 
samartha'. In her divine lila we even find that, it was when in 
his great love for kirtan Dadamoshai was wandering here and 
there, away from home, Ma manifested inside Didima. Daily 
there began the appearance of countless deities within her and 
she would worship them with deep devotion. All this was in 
the subtle; there was no question of the gross anywhere in all 
this. 
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Ma's divine life, her 'divya-lila' filled one and all with an 


unprecedented joy. During Ma's meetings with the learned 
people of society and when facing the erudite questions of 
some of her devotees, often Mà answered several queries with 
one single answer. Ma's presence has brought to many a 
feeling of deep ecstasy. That is why she is beyond the 
understanding of man? This is Ma's true identity. 

In trying to know Ma's true identity, one sees countless 
photos have been taken at the same time, yet each has come 
out differently. This has aremarkable difference with pictures 
taken of ordinary people, that amazes everyone. This too is a 
sign of her divinity. ‘Srishti-sthiti-vinashanam-shaktibhute 
sanatani'. It is in this immortal, primordial form that she has 
been among us. 

Ma is the ultimate embodiment of divinity. Those who 
witnessed the manifestation of that divinity in her in all its 
forms felt overwhelmed with wonder. In Dhaka, she would 
go into divine ecstacy; standing upright on her big toe, rolling 
on the ground like a dry leaf- such incidents would make 
people wonder whether indeed she was mortal, forno one had 

ever seen or heard the like of it. To her it was her innate nature. 
These forms of divinity that manifested in Ma were at the 
behest of Baba Bholanath and in answer to the prayers of her 
devotees. 

Once a family came to her with their sick son. Ma was at 
the time cutting betel-nuts into pieces. Ma threw one nutat the 
boy, asking' him to catch it. The boy, who was almost an 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


72 
invalid, somehow managed to catch it. After this at Ma's 


direciton, they went home. The boy recovered. Ma said to 
Bholanath later, 'Do not be too anxious for me to cure anyone. 
Is there anyone whose good you do not wish? If everyone is to 
be cured, no one will die. Is that possible? Everyone has to 
face the result to his past work - his karma, - so no one can 
avoid it. It is not right to try to put an obstacle to that process. 
It may lead to an undesirable end.' There are many such 
instances of her divinity, of her intense love for all, proving 
that the whole world was tied to her in a bond of love. There 
was, no discrimination there, whether of race or religion. 
Everywhere there always pervaded an atmosphere of 
motherly love, of devotion to God, the sound of kirtan, peace 
and tranquility. 

_ Amulya Kumar Duttagupta was a professor of law in the 
University of Dhaka. He always wrote down in his diary 
whatever he discussed with Ma during his daily meetings 
with her. Later he published this in the form of a book called 
‘Lila Prasanga'. One day he told Ma, 'Ma, I am 
Visuddhananadaji's disciple, he is my guru. Ma replied, "You 
are not a disciple, you are merely trying to be a disciple.’ He 
was not able to grasp the significance of her words. Much 
later, once when he was sitting with Sri Ramthakur, the latter 
was heard saying, ‘He alone is worthy of becoming a true 
disciple who is ever willing to carry out all his guru's 
instructions; however if ever he is unable to do so, the guru 
comes to his aid. For example, when Aruni found it absolutely 
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impossible to stop the water from getting into the fields, he 


lay down on the ridge. It was then that his guru came to hold 
his hand and gave him instructions in the knowledge of self- 
realization. The disciple was then successful in attaining his 
goal. Therefore in order to be a true disciple, complete self 
surrender is imperative. Complete submission at the guru's 
feet is necessary. It was then that Amulya Duttagupta 
realized the actual meaning of the term "Trying to become a 
disciple.' 

Again and again has Ma tried to lead us to the path of 
spiritualism, but we have become so intricately involved in 
the matters of this world that in spite of the utmost effort, we 
find ourselves unable to come to the path. But if we take 
lessons from Ma's divine life we can progress on this path in 
spite of living in this world. 

We love to look at Ma; her appearance fills us with joy. 
We find her manifesting her divinity sometimes in her divine 
ecstasy, sometimes during kirtan, or during the questions and 
answer sessions. Even if we realize her true identity at that 
instant, the next moment we lose touch with itin the attraction 
of the outer world. Thus my constant prayer to her is that we 
may be able to remain steady on our path of virtue and piety. 

We have always seen that whatever place she has visited, 
be it an ashram or the home of a devotee, an atmosphere of 
peace and joy is created there. Ma is the same everywhere, 
whether joyful in the midst of her devotees, or engaged in 
philosophical discussions with learned people. Ma never 
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feels any need of rest, nor is there ever any question of food or 


bathing. In the minds of the devotees, she is the mistress of the 
house. Hence their feeling of complete ease, in coming to see 
her. The unspeakable joy in Ma's presence is something 
palpable. Durgà puja was celebrated in a very big way in Ma's 
presence, the rituals performed by the priest in a state of deep 
emotional ecstasy. It seemed as if Goddess Durga herself was 
present to accept the offerings. On the tenth day, Dashami, 
everyone's heart was filled with melancholy, the joyfulness of 
the last three days having disappeared altogether. Ma, to 
dispel this feelings, would now begin to sing. "There! There's 
Uma!' then pointing to herself, she would sing, 'Here's Uma'! 
and again, pointing to the idol of Durga, she would sing, 
"There's Uma!' —confirming the inseparable unity between 
Ma Durga and Mā hereself. This was to us an experience of 
special significnce- filled with Ma's glory. On the other hand 
it was also to be noted how people who gathered round her 
received her grace without any special endeavor. Once a 
devotee asked Ma, 'Ma, what is our duty?’ Ma's reply was, 
‘Seeking immortality.’ The devotee, - 'How can we when we 
do not know the way’. Ma said, 'How can you see the way if 
you keep your door closed? By whatever means it may be, 
open your door and come out. You will find that you can see 
the way. Keep moving up that path, you will find that 
travellers on the way will ask you where you want to go, and 
tell you this is not the right way, you must take that one. This 
is what happens. All you need to do is to keep your goal fixed 
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before you. Someone or other will come along to show you 


your way. You just need to try and move forward, using 
whatever strength you possess. Help is sure to come. This 
kind of encouragement and direction from Mà brought about 
a complete change in the lives of many, together with Ma's 
special benediction. It also helped in the advancement of 
many a spiritual seeker. 

At times when Ma was engaged in philosophical 
discussions with learned and intellectual people in the 
innocence of my childhood I would wonder, is this the same 
mother who plays and laughs and talks with us and loves us? 
There can always be seen the two sides in Ma - the human and 
the divine - this is the manifestation of 'Lilapurushottama'. 
The ashram in Varanasi, the verandah in Annapurna Mandir - 
people waiting breathlessly to hear from Ma answers to 
profound questions relating to the shastras, and Ma replying 
to them steadily, one after another. A solemn and profound 
atmosphere pervaded the air. Whenever I think of such 
occasions, they still fill me with a feeling of great joy: When 
spiritual seekers are confused, cannot ascertain the direction 
they should take, a sadguru tests the disciple, and instructs 
him in taking the path that is good for him, that can eradicate 
darkness from his life and fill it with pure knowledge. He is 
the real guru. Just as in the midst of a vast ocean, surrounded 
by limitless waters à compass helps the sailor to show him the 
correct direction, the same way in the vast world of one's 
Spiritual journey, the guru's boundless kripi guides him 
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towards the correct path leading to his welfare. 


In the worldly or materialistic sense, Ma has not been 
heard to give diksha. Diksha is given in Ma's presence. Those 
desirous of taking diksha are never turned away, neither is 
anyone invited to take it. This is what Ma always says. Her 
manner of giving diksha had something novel about it and 
something very significant that cannot be seen any where else. 

: After diksha Ma used to say, 'If anyone asks you who gave 
you diksha, you are to say ‘Bhagavan has given diksha in my 
heart’. Here the world 'Bhagavan' is to be noted carefully. 
Ma's words are true and irrevocable. The sound 'Aum' is 
'abara brahmavachak but the ultimate sound of the 'pranav' is 
the Supreme Being. Here Mais the Supreme Being in human 
form. In the presence of a man of wisdom, and keeping her 
own divinity shrouded, she would bestow the suitable mantra 
of discipleship upon the seeker according to his or her merit 
and worthiness, leading him towards the path of full 
enlightenment. Ma's words, 'Bhagavan is your guru’ are not 


enigmatic, but absolute truth. 

In the ancient Vedic tradition there is the saying, 'ekam 
sadvipra bahudha vadanti'. Gita says, "Vasudevah sarvamiti, 
it means that the entire world is radiant with Light. The One 
who is the primordial seed, the foundation of all things, 
'ekamevadveetiyam'. He is the Truth, yet manifested jn all 
things. Although intangible, Ma is manifested in all forms. 
All ways, all faiths, all sects are one. They may seem diverse, 
but actually are the same. In Ma one sees unity in diversity. 
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That is why the whole world has accepted her as the mother of 


mankind and Ma too has given them all refuge. This is the 
ultimate expression and manifestation of Ma's popularity. 
That is why there is no space for her to turn or move; the entire 
world is one big ashram. It is but a constant coming and going. 
What one understands from all this is that Ma is, Truth - Sat. 
She says whatever is: moving will disappear, ‘whatever is 
given to change is transient. That is why one finds that the 
identity of creatures keeps changing, Mā is constant - ever in 
her divine self. She is changeless always. That is why she is 
the embodiment of joy, of bliss. Mā does everything yet does 
nothing; also, although not doing anything, she is intrinsic in 
everything. We clearly see a vast form of Anandamayee 
Sangha - Ashrams in various places, different deities 
established in different temples, where all arrangements are 
ready for their daily worship. Ma's presence is everywhere. 
What should be noted is that nowhere is there any signature of 
Ma, not even a thumb-print. This is the greatest indication of 
Ma's oneness. In Ma's words there is but one ashram, 
encompassing the world, beyond the world. Everything is as 
it should be. All ashrams belong to this body. Ma's one 
ashram encompasses the world. There is no question of 
duality; duality is non-existent here. In duality there is 
diversity and difference, which is not the actual truth, but a 
reflection of the concept of duality. Therefore there is 
consciousness and unconsciousness inextricably present in 
the concept of omnipresence. That is how Ma is present 
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everywhere and yet not. In Mā there is manifestation of all 


emotions. It was the same in the matter of establishing 
Ashrams. With regard to the manifestation of oneness, her 
words were, - itis that concept that is behind service to God in 
the form of man, service to saints and sadhus, worship of 
deities in temples. 

Ma was in Dehradun. According to our perception, she 
was not keeping well. A sanyasi was visiting her. Seeing her 
in hercondition, he said to her, 'Ma, you have been ill for quite 
some time, let me get some medicines for you.’ Smiling Ma 
replied, ‘Baba, you are a sanyasi, knowledgeable in the 
doctrine of Vedanta, impartial towards all and towards all 
propensities; then why do you holda feeling of ill-will against 
diseases? I am not sending anyone away, why should I turn 
away the disease? All must do their own work. Even if the 
disease carries this body away, what harm is in that? All are 
different forms of the same One - Bliss. I have not asked 
anyone to come nor will I send anyone away. Who shall I turn 
away, there is no second one. After all, one does not take to 
sanyas in order to enjoy good health, and go around 
interacting with the world. Noris that the main doctrine of the 
Vedanta. That doctrine is to establish oneself in the 
knowledge of the ONE, impartial towards all people, all 
things. Then why nurture a feeling of animosity towards 
diseases. If these feelings remain the same as they were, what 
has one learnt of the essence of reality?’ The sanyasi was 
amazed at Ma's words. 
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We have seen Ma's lila of oneness or indivisibility in 


Dhaka, when during kirtan, dogs and goats would come in 
there and jump up to take 'batashas' at the time of ‘harir loot’. 
Even snakes have been seen to be present at such occasions 
and leave after their enjoyment of the kirtan and Ma's 
proximity. People wanting to kill snakes would never be able 
to do so and snakes would retire safe with their lives. In the 
same manner did creatures like animals and birds, worms and 
insects seek refuge with Ma; God's presence was in every 
creature. I give one such illustration. Once in Vindhyachal 
Ashram Ma was descending the stairs. I was with her, I saw 
that there lay a large round worm in the middle of one of the 
steps. Thinking this would cause Ma inconvenience I pushed 
it down with my foot. Ma stopped immediately and said to 
me, 'Go and make your obeisance to it.’ I replied, "Mā, itis just 
a worm!' In a stern manner Ma said, ‘That God who dwells 
within you also dwells within that worm.’ I had to go and 
make my obeisance to it. Only after that did Ma continue 
down the stairs. 

One finds that all through her divine play, there was no 
change in her. Ma herself would say, "This body is the same as 
it has always been.' So Ma is ever established in her divinity. 
This is something unparalleled. All those who, in trying to 
discuss Ma's life, or experiencing her company, think that 
they have come to know her or have understood her, have but 
seen Mā as one sees the sun in its reflection in the water of a 
tank. The real sun is beyond anyone's grasp. Ma is within me, 
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but because of my ignorance I cannot find her. The moment a 


seeker is able to move aside the cover of his sense of ego, he 
experiences - 'Soaham'. The world becomes tasteless. If one 
throws a block of salt into water, it cannot be found but the salt 
is for sure there. In the same manner, in the enjoyment of the 
joy in Ma's presence, you and I merge and become one. It is 
this oneness that in Ma's.words, is, ‘playing with one's self, the 
Jilà' of 'Atmārām'. Ma's contribution, her actions that we 
have seen with our own eyes are beyond the understanidng of 
our limited intelligence. The massive destruction that the 
Second World War resulted amazed all ambassadors, 
ministers and state leaders. The atrocities perpetrated in 
Punjab and Bengal filled people with horror narrated them to 
Ma,the ever-compassionate Ma remained silent, 
expressionless. It reminded one of that sloka from the Gita, 
'Nirmamo Nirahankarah sah shantimadhigachhati'; meaning, 
compassionless, egoless, Ma was established in her divine 
status. That is why she is the Mother permeated in peace, —the 
same way as Arjun was frightened and overwhelmed at the 
sight of vishwa-roop, while Lord Sri Krishna remained calm. 
The thinkers and wise men of our times are worried, 
bewildered; in our perception. Mā is calm, because she knows 
that all this is destiny. Animal instincts will be manifested. 
They cannot be stopped. What is to happen will surely 
happen. That is why she is but a silent witness. What 
conclusion is to be drawn! 
According to social rituals and traditons, newly married 
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couples come and do their pronam to Ma. And she tells them, 


"You must follow the path shown to us by the rishis of yore 
and set up a household where righteousness prevails. The 
wife must look upon her husband as Narayan and serve him 
accordingly. The husband must look upon his wife as Laksmi 
and together they should look upon the children as 'Balgopals 
and Kumaris, bringing them up as such. 

What is clear in Ma's message is that wherever one is, 
whatever the situation is, one should do one's duty with - 
devotion and piety to create a joyful and plesant atmosphere, 
always keeping God in mind. This is the way to progress 
towards God. 

The modern day world is heading towards destruction due 
to extreme self-indulgence. Ashrams, religious 
organizations, saints and sadhus, leaders, social leaders, 
entrepreneurs all have their share of greed, corruption, 
dishonesty and selfishness, holding society in their grip. 

Joint family is almost nonexistent. Even parental ties are 
wearing out. People are taking recourse to 'hathayoga and 
'Dhanyoga', trying to look for peace, but where is peace to be 
found? Mutual suspicion is ruining families. Money is plenty 
among a large number of people but no one tries to save 
anyone else. 

Ma did not find a sect or a community. She was always 
enthusiastic about adherence to the rules and regulations of 
the ashram and attending of satsangs. One has hardly ever 
seen her recommending austere spiritual endeavors. Her 
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compassion knew no bounds, so she gave instructions to 


people according to their power of endurance and capability. 
One does not often find Mà urging anyone into rushing to 
save people from natural calamities but she never desisted 
anyone from doing so. Anyone coming to her in need of help 
always received it. It may sound unpleasant. As a skin disease 
is not healed by application of an ointment only, but needs 
proper treatment; in the same manner Ma pointed out the 
main reasons behind the problem by assessing that person's 
propensities. At times of their distress, the ever- 
compassionate mother always pointed out to them the real 
path to enlightenment. We have to face the consequences of 
the actions of our past lives. Ma, the embodiment of kindness 
and grace knew only too well the anguish of this world and so 
instead of completely eradicating the human weaknesses and 
propensities, she'showed the way to a gradual progress and 
improvement in our lives and our journey towards God. She 
never recommended restraining our worldly device like some 
works of scriptures of spiritual leaders, for she knew that 
might lead them to lose mental balance and create confusion 
in their minds. Recommending rituals, and ceremonies, she 
upheld the highest ideal of restraint in our daily life. This is 
her special and greatest grace to us. 

Ma's 'sahaj samadhi’ is beyond our intelligence. 
Understanding her is beyond our capacity. Yet, keeping Ma's 
grace in my mind, it is in my limited effort to lose more and 
more in the fragmented self within her identity of absolute 
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self and to be able to merge my fragmented self in the ocean of 


her grace that I write this. 

Ma's life, as in our perception, is from 1896 to 1982. She 
cannot be encapsulated within the events taking place during 
this period of time. As a magician takes us into a world of 
illusion, so do we find ourselves carried into a magical world 
of dreams. In an illusory world of illusion, so do we find 
ourselves carried into a magical world of dreams. In an 
illusory world of dreams, a poor Brahmin is transformed into 
a king. At the end of the dream he finds that he is the same 
poor Brahmin. Ma's wondrous divine life is truly 
unparalleled. Although living in this world, while with her, 
we have been unknowingly transported to her world of bliss. 
Whether we acknowledge it or not, whether we understand it 
or not, we are affected by her divine ways. What we have 
seen of her life is like seeing the reflection of the sun in the 
water of a small tank or pond. The ignorant see the sun in the 
pond, even finds the water warmed by the sun, yet, the sun is 
very far from us. Going over Ma's life, although we see her so 
close to us, she remains beyond our grasp. 

The reason is that from age to age incarnations of God 
have remained within their specific ambits, although every 
age has surely been affected by their coming. One does not 
quite ascribe to Mā the qualities of an incarnaiton. One feels 
she is beyond all ages and times and this will be proved one 
day. She is self-revealed- 'Purna-Brahma-Narayan’. 

Mā cannot be said to be an incaranation of God; nor can 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


84 
she be said to be God. The Gods are bound each in his own 


sphere, according to their functions; they are not parabrahma. 
Saraswati is the goddess of learning, Lakshmi the deity of 
beauty and grace. Ma is not limited within the 86 years of her 
divine life. In whatever identity we have seen her, she has 
never been bound by that; has been beyond forms. She is 
Purna Brahma Narayan. It is not possible to bind her within 
the events of her world of grace. In the field of sadhana, right 
from the time of her revelation, all through from her 
appearance from the intangible, through to her moving 
towards the intangible, Mà, worshipped and adored by the 
world, has remained exactly the same. Although present in 
everything, she is a wonder, an astonishing phenomenon. She 
is radiant like the sun. She is resplendent. The sun cannot be 
restrained in any way, nor does one need to wait for it to rise. 
In the same manner Ma's revelation is spontaneous. We find 
in the story of her life that she revealed herself to the public at 
Bholanathji's behest. We take this to be an indication of her 
extraordinary grace and generosity. Actually the sun may be 
covered by clouds, but no circumstances can cause Ma's 
identity to be veiled. Where there are devotees watching for 
her, eager to listen to her, Ma's appearnace is inevitable. In 
reality Mā is there for everyone, easy to come close to. The 
intangible Ma is ready to be tangible for us, but it is we who 
are notable to grasp her. Bholanathiji, in his effort to bring the 
unlimited into the limited sphere, tried to bring her face to 
face with people, this was certainly true. At the same time it 
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was also true that the divinity in Mà remained beyond the 


grasp and understanding of ordinary people, there is no doubt 
in that. 

In Dhaka Ma was seen without her veil. She mixed easily 
and openly with the general public. Perhaps Bholanathji had 
not anticipated this to its full extent. When he did, he accused 
Ma. Ma replied very clearly, 'You cannot now say this to me. I 
used to stay in a corner of your room and without your 
permission never talked to anyone. Even I did not want to 
come out before others. You insisted that I do so and carry out 
religious discussions with them. It was at your instruction that 
I came out before them and mixed with them. Now I have 
become one of them. So what is the good of saying all this 
now! You had the pot of water in your hands; you poured it 
outon the ground yourself.' 

In the preface to Didi Gurupriya Devi's book on Shree 
Shree Mà Ananadamayee, Mahamahopadhyay Gopinath 
Kaviraj has written, 'For general edcuation and to inspire 
people many kriyās have initiated in Ma's body that are 
considered exemplary for householders. Ma has herself acted 
in certain manners in order to teach her adoring devotees and 
show them specifically how things should be done. Purpose 
was to teach them to follow her example, even if it were in an 
aritificial manner. Ma would say, ‘Whatever is necessary for 
you all happens automatically in this body." 

‘Name Parthasti Kartavyam, trishu lokeshu kinchan’. -in 
Gita we hear this. Mà too has no need to engage in any action, 
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nor has she any duty, but we find. her engaged in doing all 


actions for the welfare of the world, and for our education. If 
we can follow the example she has set in serving one's 
husband, obeying him and faultless service to those around 
her, the universe will become a pure and righteous place. 

In the present age Ma Anandamayee is surely the most 
well known in the spiritual world for having restored and re- 
established numerous places of pilgrimage and re- 
introducing rituals and yajiias. She inspired countless people 
into leading a religious life, surely a rare and very significant 
happening. She led them from darkness into light. Treating 
guests as Shiv, treating the poor as God, treating all - whether 
poor or wealthy - in the same manner and teaching them to 
take to the path of God, all these were -very significant 
contributions of Ma. 

In the world of religion, Ma's far-sighted focus on Truth 
has acted veritably as a lighthouse. She was the great inspirer 
of the concept of equality of all religions, being the 
unparalleled manifestation of divinity. 

Restoration of sacred places of pilgrimage at the sublime 
touch of Ma's feet opened a new chapter in the history of 
India. Apart from this, in order to encourage people's spiritual 
aspirations in every home and every heart, she brought about 
through Bhaiji's inspiration and Gurupriya Devi's enterprise 
and hard work the construction of ashrams in different places 
with arrangements for Ma's residence where devotees could 
get together and perform japa, meditation and kirtan, sitting at . 
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Ma's feet and meditate on Ma ina joyful ambience. 


Different deities were installed in Ma's ashrams. One 
cannot be sure of Ma's intention behind this. I feel it was done 
in order to keep the inmates of the ashrams and the devotees 
occupied so that they did not waste their time. To her there 
was no difference among race, religion or organization. All 
had equal rights in carrying out the dictates of their faiths. 
This makes her one of the most accepted in the field of 
religion. 

Naimisharanya is one of the most ancient centers of 
India's spiritual consciousness. From the earliest of times 
ascetics have been pursuing deep sadhana there in search of 
realization of God. In time evil doers began to desecrate this 
holy place and all kinds of evil actions were perpetrated here, 
destroying its atmosphere of tranquility. It was then that Ma 
stepped in there. Sadhus and mahatmas were invited to 
perform Bhagavat Saptahas here jointly and new life was 
infused into this holy spot. 

Naimisharanya is where the Puranas originated, yet it is 
next to impossible to find any of them there now. In her 
unending mercy she saw to it that the Eighteen Puranas were 
acquired for this place of their origin and installed there with 
due ceremony and arrangements made for their maintenance; 
as also for their daily worship. Later the idol of Puran Purush' 
was installed there. According to the wise, nowhere else can 
there be found such an idol. The installation of Puran Purush, 
which is the, symbol, the imaginative expression of the 
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Puranas in the form of a deity in Shree Shree Ma 


Anandamayee Ashram in Naimisharanya and its daily 
worship is indeed a beginning of very great significance in the 
history of spiritual thought of our country. Therefore Ma is 
also a pioneer in the sphere of rediscovering the values and 
wealth of our sacred anciént culture. It fills one with wonder 
to find one more instance of how Ma always guided us 
towards our good. 
It was at Kashi Ashram that Samyam Saptaha was first 
observed at Ma's 'kheyal' and the devotees’ request. The 
earnest and pious appearance of the devotees brought to mind 
of the days of the rishis of ancient times. Spiritual seekers 
came to join in the observance, eager in the hope of ‘Knowing 
oneself’ and ‘Finding oneself - on the banks of he northward 
flowing Ganga, the land of liberation, the abode of Kashi 
Vishwanath. Ma was seated there in all her majesty and those 
observing the vow each on his or her own mat(asan). It was 
indeed a glorious sight. After the dhyan following the 
'samyam!, as a part of the regimen, Ma related to those present 
that during the 'dhyan' that day she had observed a boy of fair 
complextion, of about four or five years, wearing a short 
garment with short unruly hair sitting before Ma, singing, 
'Hey pitaha hey brahma tatvam. Hey pitaha hey hitaha 
hey brahma bhutam. Hey pitaha hey hitaha hey 
brahmaswarupam’. 
These lines are to be sung, by Ma's instruction, only by 
Ashram inmates - brahimachàris and brahmacharinis, and not 
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at any other time. 


On repeated hearing of these words, the child 'para- 
brahma' keeps coming back to one's mind. He himself 
brought to our knowledge the identity of the 'Purna-brahma 
Narayan’. At that sacred ceremony of 'Samyam Saptaha’, in 
his mercy he seems to be telling the ignorant but sincere 
spiritual seekers, The one who is here before you as one of 
you is actually your Supreme Father, guiding you on the 
ultimate path of your good. He is Brahman, manifested in 
everything around you; the ultimate knowledge of all 
knowledge'. Endless is Ma's mercy ! Appearing in the form of 
ayoung boy she broughtto us the realization her true identity. 

One hears from Ma's lips, that even diseases make her 
body their home in their desire for her proximity. She says, 
"They want to come into this body. I do not turn them away. I 
am one with all, so where is the question of allowing them 
entry? My joy in you is the same as my joy in them. 
Therefore, sometimes, forms of diseases play games in her 
body and as a result we take her to be unwell, and we feel 
worried. We even make efforts to free her body of the illness 
with medicines, but let me tell you that she does not take any 
medicines. Didi, who was her unparalleled companion, and 
served her constantly, who was her friend and adviser, would 
organize ceremonies for her physical welfare. Later Haribaba 
and saints like him also arranged such ceremonies. 
Universally admired and honoured men to wisdom like 
Gopinath Kaviraj sat in meditation before her'and prayed for 
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her physical welfare. Great souls in their subtle form visited 


her, who could be seen by only those possessing inner vision. 
Ma is beyond the gross or the subtle. All are known to her, all 
places are accessible to her. Also all have rights to get close to 
her. Among those in subtle form, there is distinction between 
the good and the sinful. The approach of the good brings with 
ita joyful perfume; whereas that of the sinful is accompanied 
by fear and stench. Gods too came for Ma's darshan. Once 
Ganeshji arrived in Bhimpura. Ma told everyone, 'Ganeshji 
has come; make your obeisance to him.' Mà alone could see 
him; no one else was able to do so. 

One night at Bhimpura, on the bank of the Narmada, 
when an atmosphere of silence and tranquility pervaded the 
place, Dandiswami Narayananandaji saw someome coming 
and sitting down at Ma's feet, he was walking on air. He 
thought it must be some God for they alone whose feet do not 
touch the ground when walking. The next day on enquiring 
from Ma he learnt that it had been Shukdevji who had come 
during the night. He had come in order to invite everyone to 
the temple. The next day Ma, accompanied by all her 
devotees, crossed over to the other side of the Narmada by 
boat to go to Shukdevji's ashram. Natrually there can be 
nothing certain about Ma's schedules. Her presence is 
everywhere. 

Ma was in Rajgir Ashram. Food was being prepared for 
devotees. There were some brinjal plants in the grounds. Ma 
had told Swamiji that as the area was to be dug anyway, the 
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brinjal plants should be taken out from there and planted 


elsewhere, but that had not been done.They had now become 
smothered under earth. Mà was resting in the room. Suddenly 
rising from her bed she came out where the brinjal plants had 
been and summoning Swamiji directed him to immediately 
have the earth moved from there. 

"These plants are weeping’, she told him, ‘and are 
besseching to be saved.' 

Paramanandaji told her that probably they were already 
dead. But on removing the soil, it was found that they were 
still alive. They were then moved from there and planted at 
another spot. All creatures claim the same rights from Ma, 
The entire world, in the subtle, the gross and conscious feels 
her presence. It is here that we find the proof of her 
omnipresence and her identity as the Liberator of the world. 

Everyone was always eager and anxious to achieve the 
darshan of our Mà Anandamayee the embodiment of 'Purna- 
Brahma Narayan’. Our longing for Ma's darshan drew us to 
her. Mà would say, 'Everyone comes to give darshan.’ This is 
the manifestation of her identity as the Mother of the world. 
None of those who came, whether in the subtle form or gross, 
were either unknown or unfamiliar to her. However, large the 
crowd around her might be, whatever they were to give or 
receive was accomplished by Ma and no one even came to 
know of this. Neither did anyone go away disappointed. This 
is again an indication of her omnipresence and expression of 
her boundless mercy, withouta trace of any discrepancy. 
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Widely renowned, highly admired and honoured all over 
-the world at that time, the danseur Uday Shankar once came 
to Ma at her Almora Ashram and demonstrated the intricacies 
of his art to Ma in her sitting room. Ma was not proficient in 
the art of dancing, but she was the one who controlled the 
dance of the entire universe. Uday Shankarji was heard telling 
Ma, 'Mà, I knew nothing of dancing, but when I went to South 
India, I was fascinated by the dance postures of the gods and 
goddesses depicted in stone in the temples there, specially of 
Shiva. I do not dance merely to satisfy a whim. My goal is to 
find out the essential nature of the art of dancing. And the 
more I try to understand that, I find that there is no end to it.' 
Hearing his words Ma said to him, ‘Baba, just try to think. 
What is dance? It is but waves. When one sows a seed, it does 
not germinate without vibration or waves, just as, in a lake or 
a pond, there can be no waves or ripples without any breeze. 
Similarly there are waves in creation, stability and 
destruction. One must place a utensil in a certain manner in 
order to cook. Whatis all this but dance?-motion and stability. 
When there are waves in the waters of the lake, it is motion, 
when it is still, it is stability.' Uday Shankarji was a man of 
simple nature, always pleasant and smiling. Overcome with 
joy at Ma's words, he said, ‘What I have learnt so far about the 
art of dancing, and what I hear from you now tell me that it is 
indeed something that needs to be realized. Even in the midst 
of talented personalities, Ma maintained her equilibrium, in 
‘maryada purushottama.' 
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Hearing the conversation between Uday Shankarji and 
Ma, Abhayda's question to him was, 'Dada, does iun help 
inone's keeping focus on God ?' 

He replied, 'Certainly !' Immediately Ma spoke up. 'If one 
works with that idea in the mind, it will certainly help; one has 
to go beyond the waves and the stillness of dancing, to the root 
from where everything rises.' 

Bharata's science of dancing says, in order to be a true 
artist, it is imperative to follow the ideals of sincerity, purity. 
and self-restraint. To practice purity of the body, to be earnest 
in one's endeavour etc. is how we can hope for the forniless to 
come and dwell within us. The body too needs to be 
beautified for the joy and pleasure of the one that comes to 
dwell there. What is understood from Ma's words is that in an 
earnest endeavour to study the art and for its correct 
expression one must try to capture the formless in the external 
form; - in Ma's words, to reach the source of all things. 

In an ultimate analysis, dance is not mere entertainment, 
but an expression of the divinity within us. That was the 
knowledge that Uday Shankarji received from Ma. By 
revealing to us the reality of dancing, Ma gave us the scope of 
enjoying the art. 

Mahatma Gandhiji with Ma 

During the national movement, Mahatma Gandhi was the 
indisputable leader of India. It was at his invitation that Shree 
Shree Ma Anandamayee visited Sevagram. Calling out 
'Pitaji, Pitaji' she entered his room, and Gandhiji extended his 
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arm towards her affectionately, and made her sit next to him. 
She sat there, indeed like a little girl. Many things were 
discussed between them, and Gandhiji expressed great joy at 
being able to talk her. When it was time for Mà to leave, he 
said to her, 'Don't leave now, all these people will be happy to 
have your company.' However, it was not possible for Ma to 
stay longer and in a childlike manner she told him, 'This child 
has inherited your ways. She is not able to keep her word 
always. Realising that he could not hold her back, Gandhiji, 
pointing at the gathered people, said to her, "These people 
will say, Where has this crazy child come from! If Bapuji is 
unable to hold even her back, how can he solve big problems? 
How can he persuade important people to do anything! They 
will laugh at me and think, so that is all the Bapuji is capable 
of doing?" Smiling, Ma told him, ‘If it makes them happy to 
laugh, letthem! My Pitajiis not bothered by such things. This 
child has inherited his way of remaining unshaken in her 
decisions.' 

At that time Gandhiji was a-highly respected and all- 
powerful leader of the country, and Ma was, in the worldly 
sense, a housewife of an ordinary home without any formal 
education. Yet how easily she thwarted Gandhiji's request, 
remaining established in her own 'kheyal' !—that too without 
hurting him. 

In spite of Gandhiji's being such an exalted personality of 
thattime, controlling the destiny ofthe people ofthe nation, in 
this incident we find yet another expression of Ma's 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


95 
‘purushottama’ form. 


Ma's identity — ?? 

We sing the glory of our divine Mother. In spite of being 
intangible and without qualities, she has manifested herself 
among us in a tangible form. In all humility one tries to string 
a garland of one's own experiences of her divinity at whatever 
time in whatever manner and in whatever form she has 
manifested herself to that person, and offer it at her feet. One 
day Ma-was roaming in the forests of Shahbag, accompanied 
by Didi. Taking advantage of the solitude of the moment, Didi 
asked her, 'Mà, how can one come to know your identity? 
Picking a wild fruit from a tree and using its juice as ink anda 
thorn, she wrote on Didi's palm - the word 'Narayan'. Didi was 
amazed, and so were we all. The identity of 'Purna Brahma 
Narayan’ cannot be expressed by the ordinary pen and ink; 
was that why Ma used a thorn and the juice of a fruit of her 
creation? The word 'nara' menas a human being, but here 
more is meant than mere human being; Narayan means she or 
he who guides the entire world on the path to salvation. Ma is 
our refuge, our God, our protector and controller, in her 
mercy, she has deigned to come down to earth. My salutations 
again and again to Ma, glorified equally by the sages and the 
Saints, men and the gods. 

The revered disciple of Ma, Bhaiji, once brought an 
astrologer to her. At Didi's and Bhaiji's earnest request Ma 
stretched out her hand in front of him. Overwhelmed by what 
he saw there he said, It is the first time that am seeing in Ma's 
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hand lines I have only read about in books. She is the divine 
controller of destiny.’ Blessed is the astrologer who in the 
guise of one studying her palm had her true identity revealed 
to him, and then revealed itto us also. 

SwamiTrivenipuriji was deeply religious and revered 
man of wisdom, living in Vrindavan, who was at present 
living in Ma's proximity. One day Swami Virajanandaji, an 
inmate of the ashram, asked him, 'I would be so happy if you 
could tell me how you see Ma, and what you think she finds in 
you.' With a wide happy smile, he replied, ‘Just as all rivers 
flow into the sea and lose themselves and become one with it, 
so do the different streams of the world come to Main whom 
they all originate and mingle.’ 

Once Mā arrived at Trivenipuriji's ashram without prior 
information and said to him, ‘Baba, the little girl has come to 
Baba without announcing her arrival beforehand.’ Baba came 
out of his room and taking her by the hand took her inside and 
seated her; all the while saying softly, 'It is only the little boy 
who can lie on a banyan leaf sucking his thumb during the 
time of dissolution that can become a small child.' What deep 
understanding! Ma is indeed the universe, the one who 
preserves the universe, who is Truth incarnate, the eternal. 

The renowned singer Dilip Roy looked upon Mà with 
great adoration and reverence. He found great happiness in 
singing forner. Ma too was always eager to hear him sing and 
expressed great joy in doing so. Once, after singing for her, he 
spoke a few words at the request of the devotees. His subject 
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matter was that many people were unwilling to share their joy 
with others. Ma gave abundantly of her joy, which was 
something really rare. This was indeed true. She did distribute 
joy in generous measures all the time. All the poor, wretched, 
sorrowful, disheartened people came to Ma and she filled 


their hearts with the balm of joy. For, she was the bestower of 
joy, of bliss. | 

. Rasik Mohan Vidyabhushan, a renowned and highly 
respected man of learning, coming to hear of Mà, expressed a 
desire to meet her. He was aged and sick; in answer to his 
prayer Ma herself came to him. Completely overwhelmed at 
seeing her, he uttered the words, ‘Om satyam Jnanam 
anandam brahma’. The essence of that fountain of bliss that 
the Vedas, the Upanishads, the Puranas talk of can be 
glimpsed in that divine smile up your radiant face. Mais still 
unknown to the people of the world. The time is coming when 
she will be known little by little in the knowledge of the 
knowledgeable in the love of the lover. Then the entire 
universe will be filled with the glorious power of joy and the 
nation will attain its due dignity and greatness. Its powerful 
vibration will spread . 

The sentiments that this honourable scholar expressed 
that day regarding Mā are of great value and something to be 
proud of. Ma herself has made it possible for us to experience 
the glory of our Ma. The Upanishads say, 'yato vacho 
nivartante aprapya manasa saha'. Words and emotions are 
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futile in trying to describe her. One can study her qualities, 


her life, but our capacity fails us when we try to discuss her 
glory or anything to do with her identity. Vidyabhushanji's 
genius and his deep adoration and respect for Ma must be 
recognized as an expression of the realization of his lofty 
spiritual experience. In Lalita Ghat of Kashidham lived the 
exceptional sadhak Dandiswami Shankar Bharatiji. His life 
was regulated by the directions of Lalitamba. And it was at 
Lalitamba's direction that he-came to the Bhadaini ashram to 
see Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee. Her darshan filled him 
with joy. At Ma's request he partook of the food sent from the 
ashram. A sadhak following a very rigid and austere code, he 
did not usually. accept food anywhere. The Civil Service 
officer Dr. Pannalalji once asked him, 'How do you look at 
Ma?’ Athis eager enquiry, with great humility he replied, 'Ma 
is the embodiment of the Supreme Being—of Consciousness 
and Bliss.' This disclosure of Ma's identity by one belonging 
to a 'mahasadhak' level was not mere imagination or an 
emotional outburst, but an expression of his spiritual 
realization. For us it is something we can depend upon, 
because by the power of their austere endeavour, such souls 
can comprehend the true identity of God in their hearts. If an 
intense desire to know Ma rises within us then surely Her 
glorious and blissful form will appear before us. 
Mahamahopadhyay Gopinath Kavirajji's heartfelt belief 
too was that Ma was Purna Brahma Narayan. He even said, 
Ma cannot be described in any other words than these. Once 
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Swami Dayanandaji of Bharatdharma Mahamandal came for 


Ma's darshan. During his conversation with her he asked, 
‘Ma, who are you? Some say you are a sadhak, some say you 
are a realized soul; I want to know your true identity.' Mà 
replied, "What do you think, Babaji? Iam what you take me to 
be. Gita says, 'Ye yatha ma prabadante, tamstathaiva 
bhajamyaham.' Mais without end, the synthesis of all streams 
of thought. Established in her own position, she yet is 
present in them all. Hence she appears to each person in 
accordance with his perception and accepts each one's 
adoration. Ma is just Ma. 

In the worldly sense Yogi Aravindaji never met Ma. 
Later Ma went to his ashram and met Mother who offered her 
flowers which she accepted graciously. While he was alive, 
Yogi Aravindajihad expressed his deep respect for Main his 
discussions regarding her and once, on seeing a photograph of 
Ma he had declared eagerly, 'She is ever floating in 
chidananda sagar.' In this great yogi's realization of Ma's 
identity one once again comprehends the fact of her being 
established in the Supreme. 

Once Sri Ramthakur came to Ma. He was a sadhak of a 
very high spiritual level, deeply respected by all. He was 
greatly venerated for his knowledge of Yoga. Hecame witha 
group of his followers and made his respectful obeisance to 
Ma. In the worldly perception he was far older to her in the 
Matter of years, so his bowing before her was against 
accepted custom. Ma, however, sat still, her face 
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expressionless. Upset at this his disciples said to him, "You 


are old enough to be her father, yet you bowed your head 
before her, but she did not! His reply was, 'I bowed my head 
where it was only right for me to do so.' The devotees were 
surprised and charmed by this answer. The next day Thakur's 
followers came to Ma and said to her, ‘Baba made his 
obeisance to you, but you did not do anything. 'She told them, 
'Go and tell Baba that this body has the highest regard for him. 
What can I do! I am unable to make obeisance to any one in 
the normal manner. The body starts to behave strangely.’ 
What they understood by these words is anybody's 
conjecture. Ma, after all, is the supreme sadhak (sadhika); 
here Ma is the ultimate refuge of all. On one side, we see Sri 
Ramthakur's deep regard for Ma; at the same time we also 
find how, while according to him his due honour and regard in 
full measure, she remained fully established in her glory and 
majesty. 
Swami Chinmayanandaji 
In the nineteen forties, a good-looking youth of the name 
of Mrinmoy Choudhury (later known as Chinmayanandaji) 
arrived, seeking refuge at Ma's feet. While studying in 
Shillong Govt. College, he had joined the national movement 
and in order to evade the arrest warrant issued against him by 
the British Govt, he went into hiding in Dehradun. Ma was 
then at Raipur, sitting at a satsang with her devotees. The 
police arrived theré, enquiring after Mrinmoy. Ma's straight 
forward answer was, ‘Everyone is here before you; you are 
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welcome to pick out your man.' The police could not identify 
Chinmayanandaji. Was this an effect of Ma's "lila, or a 
deficiency on the part of the police? Whatever it was, 
following this incident, Mrinmoy became an inmate of the 
ashram and a brahmachari at Ma's feet. In due course of time, 
under Ma's influence and living in her proximity, he accepted 
sanyas and was transformed into Swami Chinmayanandaji, 
by which name he came to be known by all. 

Savitri Yajfia was in progress at Kashi Ashram. Vast and 
elaborate arrangements had been made for the Mahayajiia. 
Just as there were a large number of important and respectable 
people there who had been invited to watch the yajña at Ma's 
special request, ordinary people too came without number. 
Apart from these, there were also many saints of very high 
caliber. Among these latter was the Brahmajiiya Mahatma 
Trivenipuriji from Punjab, the task of looking after whom Ma 
placed upon Chinmayanandaj. He was an extremely 
responsible and capable person. He had employed a very 
good and efficient cook. All arrangements had been made for 
excellent food and service. One day Chinmayanandaji 
decided to have extra special dishes and sweets prepared of 
various kinds. His mind was full of joy that day. Trivenipuriji 
ate heartily. He was a joyful person, his expression showing 
no reaction. However, at a certain restlessness and signs of 
anxiety among the devotees, it came to be found that no salt 
had been added to the dishes at all. 

Chimayanandaji was upset and immediately discharged 
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the cook. The news reached Ma at lightning speed and she 
summoned him to her presence. When he arrived Ma ordered 
him, 'Go and apologise to Mahátmaji'. He went and did so. 
Mahatmàji asked him affectionately what the matter was and 
on hearing the reason for his being there, said, 'Sitting at 
satsang today the thought occurred to me that I would not 
touchsalttoday. Seehow things have worked out for me.’ He 
then told Chinmayanandaji, 'Now that your life has become 
bound to this engine in the form of Ma, just relax in Ma's lap. 
Chinmoyda went and informed Mā of this entire episode. Ma 
declared, ‘Just notice the greatness of the mahatmas. Their 
resolutions are accomplished immediately. Today's incident 
is a manifestation of their grace.' One must try to comprehend 
their greatness. 

The contrite cook was in the meantime sitting on the bank 
of the Ganges, weeping. His cry reached Ma. She had him 
brought back and gave him fruits and sweets and clothing and 
made him feel happy. Another expression of Ma's love and 
compassion that goes to make her Lila Purushottama. 

Swami Vidyanandaji 

The devout and greatly respected scholar, and a 'shrotriya 
Brahmin' who had renounced all, 1008 Mahamandaleshwar, 
the head of Kailash peeth, renowned for his knowledge of the 
Vedas and the Upanishads, came to see Ma, for whom he had 
aprofound regard. Notonly was he ever eager to listen to Ma's 
words, he was also happy to participate in all ashram 
activities. His joyous presence and sweet. discourses on 
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Vedanta filled the ashram atmosphere with happiness. Ma 


too always welcomed Mahatmaji with great respect and 
cordiality. 

One day, at five o'clock in the morning, on his way to the 
Ganges to bathe, he suddenly stopped and with eyes turned 
towards Ma's room, raised folded hands in a gesture of 
pronam. Watching this scene from the balcony, I marveled at 
the thought how even such a vedantist and a sanyasi could be 
so affected by the perennial stream of joy that rose 
spontaneously from Ma, her ever-flowing mercy bringing 
such amazing gratification into the life of a Vedantist sanyasi. 

Swami Chidànandaji 

Swami Chidanandaji was a devoted follower of the 
widely known Swami Shivanandaji, who was revered 
equally within and outside the country and whose affection 
and supernormal powers he enjoyed in a great measure. 
Guided by the instruction of his preceptor he showed 
numerous followers the correct path to salvation. The 
extraordinary personality and pleasant demeanor of this 
saintly person charmed everyone and his spiritual prowess 
and life of renunciation drew the admiration of all. As a result 
he was much revered as a guru and spiritual guide. He came 
to see Ma. He was the Head of the Divine Life Society, and 
one whose mere appearance filled one with joy. Towards Ma 
he harboured a devout and sincere regard which was 
wonderful to see. He would come and prostrate. himself 
before her and take the elevated seat kept ready for him with 
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utmost humility. Even his way of talking to Ma was beautiful. 
She too received him with abundant cordiality and affection 
— charming to see and a lesson for all. 'Paropakaraya santa 
vibhutayah'"- Saints take birth for the good of mankind. It is 
only by Ma's grace that we have had the opportunity to meet 
such saints and hear their uplifting discourses. Ma says, one 
can get absolved of one's sins by bathing in the Ganges, but 
one has to go there; however, these saintly persons, out of 
their compassion, appear before us on their own, to shower 
upon us their gracious words of love and mercy. In 
Ramayana, Tulsidas has said the company of saints can turn 
crows into cuckoos and cranes into swans. Again, the 
company of a saint like Narad was able to transform a dacoit 
like Ratnakar into a man of wisdom, fully versed in the 
scriptures, who wrote the great epic Ramayana. It was 
because of Narad that Ratnakar's life turned out to be a 
successful one. Ramayana is not merely the story of Rama's 
life, it is a guide towards achieving an ideal life for every 
person. 

In Swami Chidanandaji's life we see the culmination of a 
successful spiritual life together with extreme hard work 
towards very significant improvements in the running of the 
Divine Life Society. Chidanandaji was at the same time a man 
of action and a man of exceptional wisdom. This was what 

‘made him so highly revered by all and that immortalized him 
inthe eyes of ordinary men. My salutations to him. 
Ma asking for Alms 
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Mā asking for Alms 
My salutations to the bestower of the 'ashtasiddhi'— the 
eight great spiritual powers obtainable by ascetics — and 
riddhi' - the ultimate all-round prosperity. Ma, the glorious, 
the One who rules over the entire universe, is asking for alms ! 
What is she asking for, for whom? For herself, or for the 
ashram? - For neither. Then what can she be asking for? 
Neither wealth, nor gold nor silver, only ten minutes of one's 
time, that can help one attain one's final refuge; together with 
faith, sense of reverence and devotion. For this one needs 
sincerity and earnestness. The ten minutes one allots to Ma 
have to be utilized only to reflect upon God. Wherever one is 
at that moment, in whatever circumstances, one must engage 
oneself in that preoccupation. One has but to be attentive to 
thetime, no change should be allowed in the schedule. 

This specific amount of time must be assigned only to 
God. What Ma is asking foris to make time for satsang, which 
alone can deliver us from the daily suffering of this world and 
help us to attain reality, that which can fill our lives with 
unspeakable joy. It is only our folly that keeps us apart from 
Ma. The moment we are able to remove folly from our lives 
we can attain Ma, we can know our own selves, which means 
to know Ma. If one practices this time period earnestly, sucha 
fervour rises within us, that, attracted irresistibly by it, one 


` sits down automatically at the time. One has even seen 


instances where, faced with some catastrophe, terrified, not 
able to determine one's course of action, a person has been 
able to overcome the danger and save himself by this means. 
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If, without getting upset over a dire and dreadful situation, 
one can hold one to one's faith in Mà and carry on observing 
the assigned hour, one can surely overcome the danger and 
- win back life's equilibrium by her mercy. She is always ready 
to come to her devotee's help, but we fail in our responsibility 
and forget to honour even those ten minutes assigned to her. If 
we follow it with determination, devotion and all earnestness, 
we can find our path to our salvation, without thinking of 
worldly gains and losses. That is why Ma asks for alms from 
each of her devotees, the highest form of alms, for the 


ultimate good of mankind. 


Her Charming Smile 

Whoever has seen Ma's charming smile has been 
captivated and attracted to her instantaneously, forgetting 
worldly pleasures. A particular man used to come every day 
to have Ma's darshan. One day when there was a wild storm 
raging, he was found there for Ma's darshan as usual. 
Surprised, someone asked him, 'What is it that draws you here 
even on a day like this?' With a smile he answered, 'I come to 
see Ma's 'bisree' (literally meaning ugly) sinile at least once a 
day.' People looked at him wonderingly, - how could anyone 
refer to Ma's enchanting smile as 'bisree ? But he gave a 
different meaning to the word, - meaning a smile of rare and 
exceptional charm because of this enchanting smile that he 
was drawn so strongly to come to her every day; nothing on 
earth could daunthim. Everyone laughed happily. We are the 
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children of immortality, - immersed in worldly pleasures, and 


Ma smiles, seeing us covered by our veil of ignorance. Does 
she attract us merely with that smile of hers? Ma's smile is a 
mysterious one, enigmatic and of deep significance, a smile 
that made people forget their home and worldly possessions. 
Ma's words, too, are cryptic and enigmatic, beyond general 
comprehension. This is where her language differs from 
others. Although difficult to understand in the beginning, we 
must not give up reading about her. Ma herself says, 'On 
repeated reading the veil will disappear and the meaning 
become clear all of a sudden.' That is why we should never 
give up reading books on Ma thinking we do not understand 
them, but go on doing so. At the same time we should take to 
reflecting on her; then we shall find our understanding 
opening up suddenly and be able to taste an ever new and 
unspeakable joy. 

The attraction of Ma's smile, her beauty, her charm and 
her love and affection has been felt by all. Each person feels 
she loves only him or her, that she or he has been singled out 
to receive her special favour. This feeling is experienced 
within one's self, cannot be expressed in words. It is this 
power that draws people of all races, religions and all sections 
of society to her, that makes them weep in sorrow when they 
have to leave her side. Her divine ‘lila’ is unparalleled. We 
have but to leap forward in order to reach her arms. She is ever 
willing to give us our salvation, but we keep our hands turned 
upside down, how can we receive it? We are thus deprived of 
Ma's grace. It is only when we follow her instructions with 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


108 

earnestness and sincerity that we shall be able to feel hei 
presence within us. Ma says, ‘If you concentrate seriously on 
your prayers and meditation with all earnestness, it is sure to 
yield results. Everything can be achieved. Finally this is what 
Ihavetosay, ‘Wehave sought Ma's refuge; she is there for us, 
‘no matter how unworthy we may be, so why should we 
worry? She will surely remove all that is unclean from our 


minds and draw us into her arms.’ 


Kanyapeeth and Vidyapeeth 

The ideal set by the ancient Indian culture and tradition of 
our sages, is the only means of living an ideal life. Ma says, 
"The householder's life must be followed according to the path 
shown by these great souls. Brahmacharya ashram was 
created in order to strengthen our resolve to do our rightful 
duties in the Garhastha ashram i.e. the householder stage. The 
practice of brahmacharya leads to an enhancement of one's 
feeling of devotion to God, the capacity to discriminate 
between right and wrong and greater ability to cope with the 
travails of life. Practice of restraint in life enhances patience, 
bringing a greater appreciation of good and elevating 
activities. As a result the householder stage of life becomes 
beautiful and without blemish. Hence Ma created the 
Brahmacharya Ashram - comprising Kanyapeeth and 
Vidyapeeth. ; 

Kanyāpeeth and Vidyāpeeth came up at Ma's special 
'kheyāl', as a result of our revered Bhāiji's inspiration and Didi 
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Gurupriyadevi's tireless effort.The Kanyapeeth which is 


situated on the bank of Ganga at Varanasi is for. young 
gitls.The Vidyapeeth is inside the premises of Ananda 
Jyotirpeeth at Kankhal, Haridwar is for boys. The young 
students are imparted training and spend their lives in an 
atmosphere of devotion, recitation of scriptures, kirtan and 
religious festivals. There are also arrangements for studying 
different courses from the Sanskrit University, such as 
prathama-madhyama, shastri-acharya-vidyavaridhi. Every 
year numbers of girls go through the. examinations 
successfully and receive titles. 

Modern day arts and crafts, skill in muscial € 
even computer science are also taught at these institutions. 
Talented students get opportunities to compete at the 
university and obtain degrees. The practice of brahmacharya 
develops among the girls a rare beauty that brings joy to the 
mind of those that see them. In spite of their stern and austere 
lives, there is always a smile on their faces. 

These institutions were organized at Ma's 'kheyal'. Indeed 
all students here are taught and looked after in the same 
manner. Itis a place where they work, always keeping God in 
mind. Through the ideal of Kanyapeeth Ma taught us how the 
young girls, together with the 'sevikas' - the attendants, - all 
turn into great sadhikas and can feel an awakening within 
them of the strains ofa great renunciation. 

One day Ma related to us the beautiful story. "S 
Kalyanvan, and we were amazed to hear of what she had seen 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


110 
in the subtle form. ‘Ma sat on an elevated area-strewn with 
grass and pebbles, an area known as Kalyanvan. The Gods 
and Goddesses stood around with their 'vahans' (carriers), 
saluting Ma. There were also sages, ascetics, mahatmas, 
sanyasis and reincarnations - making the surroundings 
beautiful with their presence, each maintaining his or own 
posture. Much-heard to sadhaks of high order were also to be 
seen, some moving around randomly, some standing still, 
each one established in his own position of greatness. It was a 
vastand endless scene. 

Ma was saying, 'As this body sat at a higher level, all were 
looking up at her and saluting her, her body bathed in a 
dazzling white light. This is perhaps not a correct simile, for it 
cannot be described in words. The brilliance of that light was 
different from all others. All that was there was - I' Saying this 
much Mā stopped. Tuen again said, "Words are not adequate 
to define this, in reality it was an undivided Consciousness. It 
was not without fragmentation, for an unfragmented whole 
must include everything after all. The gods and the sages 
stood in such a manner that one could not see their end - it 
looked unending like the waves of the ocean - as far as the 
eyes could go. All were steadily making their obeisance to 
this body, praying for her well-being.’ Blessed is Kalyanvan, 
accurate is your name indeed! For it is in your heart that the 
countless gods, incarnations, sages and saints dwell, and Mà 
is worshipped. It is from here that we come to know the true 
identity of our Mà, - who has shown us the path to our 
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salvation. By revealing Ma's true identity in a dazzling burst 
of brilliance, and the fact of her being present in each and 
every particle of this creation, you have kept us irretrievably 
bound to her for ever. We are blessed that we have been able 
to experience her proximity. We feel blessed that we have 
been together with Ma in this holy place, that she has 
graciously showered upon us such joy and happiness. I 
submit my most sincere pronam at her feet, praying that 
keeping her divine form in our heart all the time, we may 
remember only Ma, all the time, in every way. 

Yajna 

The tradition of Indian asceticism has been preserved by 
Yajfia. Yajña fire is holy. It is before this fire that the gods 
accept invocations. Earnest 'sagnik Brahmins - who maintain 
the yajña fire perpetually - and sages, remained preoccupied 
with the practice. Yajfias, sacred fire used to be maintained in 
all houses. Mā says, ‘The service of fire can enhance the light, 
or knowledge within one's self.' With passing time and the 
shortage of sincere ascetic Brahmins, and the depletion in the 
supply of pure clarified butter of high quality, the practice, 
and therefore the effect of yajfia gradually waned. Ma 
Anandamayee, in her own 'kheyal', restored this age-old 
practice once more for the welfare of mankind, showering her 
blessings upon us. 

Bholanathji performed the worship of Ma Kali in Dhaka. 
By Ma's 'kheyal' and her instruction, the fire of the said puja 
was preserved. Due arrangements were also made there-and 
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then for daily worship and special service of that fire. Ma's 
prediction regarding this fire was, 'I shall one day utilize this 
fire fora maha-yajia.’ 

Thus this fire came to be worshipped and looked after 
over a long period of time. This 'trikhanda' - trisected - fire 
was brought to the bank of the Ganges in Varanasi dham, - to 
the Kashi Ashram. It is a thrilling thought indeed. By Ma's 
special 'kheyal', and for the good of the world, the three-year 
long Savitri Mahayajfia.was initiated there. It was with the 
fire of that Kali puja in Dhaka that the fire of the Savitri 
Mahayajfia was lit, fulfilling Ma's prediction of long past in a 
most wonderful way. 

The way Shree Shree Ma Amanismayee restored the 
ancient tradition of yajña, in the practice of which generations 
of sages and ascetics had spent their lives, is an instance of 
Ma's exceptional mercy and grace. 

The yajfia thus initiated in the Kashi Ashram was not 
actuated by any gainful motive, but purely for universal good; 
the fire was called 'vishwaroop'. Exceptional purity had to be 
observed in the scriptural rituals and ceremonies in a very 
special manner. Above all there was Ma's constant 
supervision that kept everyone alert all the time. The 
commencement of the yajfia was beautiful and so pleasing to 
the eye that it did not fail to move and charm all those who 
were present. 

Gurupriyanandaji had to work exceptionally hard in order 
to procure the necessary clarified butter made out of cow's 
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milk while the. money needed for such enormous 


arrangements kept arriving in the most unimaginable way. 
Everything was found to be available at the right time by the 
grace of Shree Shree Ma and Yogyeshwara. Vast and 
elaborate preparations were also required for the customary 
feeding of the ten thousand Brahmins. All essentials were 
plentiful. The gifts of cows, worship of young girls and 
married women, all were performed in a right royal style. The 
welcoming of the invited sages, sanyásis, mahatmas and 
saints of high order was a beautiful sight and arrangements for 
their stay and looking after excellent. 

The day started with the early morning kirtan. After that 
the inmates of the ashram, the young brahmacharis bathed in 
the Ganges, put on pure and fresh clothes, entered the yajña- 
shala - the space where the yajfia was performed. The air of 

.joy and fervor among those performing the yajfia, those that 
were to recite the Vedic mantras, the teachers, the Brahmins 
and the 'yajman', on whose behalf the ceremony was being 
performed was indescribable. Many felt overwhelmed by the 
sight. Once the yajiia began, the ashram started to vibrate with 
the loud sound chanting of the mantras and the sound of the 
bell attached to the great flag, an atmosphere that transported 
one to a different, sublime world. Gradually the time for the 
'Purnahuti' - the final invocation, approached. On one side our 
hearts were filled to the brim with an intense joy, on the other . 
there was the feeling of sadness that the endless outpouring of 
joy was about to come to an end. 
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Finally the time for the purnahuti arrived. Everything was 

in readiness. Ma herself sat, surrounded by the mahatmas, in 
the yajfia-shala. Firstly puja was performed, then, according 
to scriptural instructions, purnahuti was completed amidst the 
chanting of Vedic mantras, blowing of conch shells, ululation 
and loud glorifications of the Lord. All those present were 
overwhelmed with joy at the sight of the blazing tongues of 
the Lord of the Yajfia. But the Protector of our immortal lives, 
Yogyeshwara, after giving us darshan for over three years, 
had today gone out of our sight; so sadness filled our hearts. 
That sacred fire is preserved to this date in a visible form in the 
same receptacle in Kashi Ashram, and also in the yajfia-kunda 
in Kankhal Ashram. Because, after the Savitri Mahayajiia 
purnahuti, by Ma's 'Maha kheyal' and her kripa, the fire was 
preserved. Under Ma's guidance and by her mercy, 
everything was completed beautifully. I bow again and again 
to her. 

A mahatma of very high order from Uttar Kashi, Devi 
Giriji, seeing the scriptural injunctions followed with such 
purity and austerity throughout the yajfia, commented, this 
kind of Yajiia, na bhooto, na bhavishayti'. His valuable words 
will always be a source of our joy and pride. 

The evidence of Ma's ‘lila’ can be seen in the many yajfias 
that have been performed in the ashram by Ma's kheyal. At a 
time when India's tradition of yajfias was almost becoming 
obsolete, it was restored once again through Kashi's Savitri 
Yajiia and the Atirudra Mahayajria at Kankhal. 
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According to Ma, ‘All work is Yajfia. The desire to Work 


rises in the mind; when it gets transformed into actual action, 
that becomes 'ahuti'. The fulfillment of action is 'purnahuti.' 

Ma's words imply clearly that all actions are a form of 
yajfia. We find in the Gita tnat the world goes round because 
of the cycle of action that has been initiated by God. 
Therefore every human being's duty is to practice yajña, wish 
was so firmly established in the ancient times. In the Shanti 
Parva of the Mahabharata one finds, ‘Anuyajiiam 
jagatsarvam'. 

Worldwide Impact 

The manner in which Ma welcomed her contemporary 
sadhus and mahatmas when they visited her, the strict 
attention she paid towards their service, filled with love and 
respect, never failed to move all those present. Namdev has 
said, "The sadhus and saints function as the washermen one's 
path of spiritualism, washing clean all one's sins with the pure 
clear water from their fountain of knowledge. The mere 
contact of their chaste feet purifies the three worlds. Ma 
herself says, 'ghar me ganga'. Mahatmas come on their own 
to cleanse people's minds with their sweet words of wisdom. 
So they are always worthy of our salutation. Ma's doors were 
Wide open to them all the time. At the same time we should 
note the attitude of deep reverence of these mahatmas towards 
Main the sincere way in which they offered their salutation to 
her. They too came to gain Ma's proximity, and hear her 
words of advice, spontaneously expressing their happiness on 
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these occasions. Ma's strict supervision towards attendance to 


the mahatmas' every comfort seems to suggest, that 
transgression on our parts did not really matter to them, for 
they are oblivious to senses of insult and honor, and clay and 
gold mean the same to them. But such an act on our part would 
amount to an act of transgression against humanity. It is 
keeping this fact in our minds that we should serve the sadhus 
and mahatmas, this was the lesson that Ma taught us through 
her instructions. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, who was in the forefront of the 
national movement at that time, his family members, had a 
close association with Ma. All of them held her in very high 
esteem, Swaroop Rani, Jawaharlal's mother had a deep 
reverence for her. His wife Kamalaji too, often came to see 
her and was always eager for her company, not to speak of 
Indira. The mother and daughter would come and take their 
place at Ma's feet, and were often found talking to her, or at 
times sitting there in a deep meditative posture. Even after her 
father Panditji's demise, she was seen coming to Ma, at times 
alone, at times accompanied by her sons. 

The news of Nehruji's death reached Ma while she was in 
Almora. That day Ma had talked about him for a long time. 
Indiraji took some of the ashram girls to sing at the 
condolence meeting and their beautiful and melodious 
bhajans and kirtans created a rare emotional atmosphere in 
the assembled gathering. 
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India's first President Rajendra Prasad was one of the 


recipients of Ma's blessings. He too showed great regard and 
reverence for her. In the year 1957, with due ceremony he 
took Ma to Rashtrapati Bhawan and expressed great joy in 
being able to talk to her. Another great son of India, Dr. 
Radhakrishnan, the eminent philosopher who became India's 
President, came to meet Ma several times: Ma herself visited 
him at times as well. 

The widely renowned, extremely popular and admired 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose once visited Ma. During their 
conversation Ma asked him, 'Baba, this work that you are 
doing for your country, tell me, why are you doing it?’ 
Subhash Bose answered, 'Because it give me joy.’ She asked 
again, ‘Everlasting joy or fragmented joy?’ He answered, 'I do 
not know.' Smiling, and with great affection she said now, 
'Along with this, do that other work also, Baba ! You will say 
that you are not doing this for your own sake, but for 
everyone's benefit. If one indeed does such work, one gets to 
know one's self, and surely a great deal of mankind's welfare 
can be accomplished by him.' Ma's blessings were always 
with those that worked sincerely for the good of their country 
and so was her guidance to people in performing their duties 
whole-heartedly and sincerely for the good of mankind. 
Keeping all this in mind, one feels that not only is she the 
mother of all sons of India, but also the mother of people of all 
nations. That is how we find so many men and women who 
have given up their near and dear ones coming and taking 
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refuge at Ma's feet. We find the same kind of love for them in 


Ma too. Ma has showered this love and favour on all 
indiscriminately, immaterial of religion, race and nationality. 
Our much-loved Atmanandaji and Krishnapriya took to 
ashram life, discarding the costume of their land of birth and 
putting on Indian dress. All the rules and regulations of the 
ashram were at their finger-tips, literally. It was here in India 
that Atmanandaji breathed her Jast. She had accepted sanyas 
according to Indian scriptural injunctions and her last rites 
were performed in the Indian religious tradition. 

-Much-loved Swami Vijayanandaji who came from 

France, received his name from Ma. He was unmarried. An 
evidence of his love and faith in, and reverence for Ma can be 
seen from the fact that he stayed in the ashram room allotted to 
him by Mā till the last day of his life, and would not shift 
anywhere else. After death there is no connection with the 
body, so anything can be done. So we saw his brothers and 
sisters carrying his mortal remains back to his native land and 
performing the last rites according to their custom. In the 
-ashram arrangements were made for sadhu-bhandara and 
special puja. He considered the ashram as his own and always 
kept himself abreast with the news of the ashram. He was very 
close to all Ma's devotees. Several other foreign devotees also 
surrendered themselves at Ma's feet and felt great happiness 
at being near her. To this day they keep coming and offering 
their reverential salutations to Ma, trying to keep contact with 
everyone here. 
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Ma has expressed the view that kirtan and 'namaz' are the 


same. While in Dhaka she went to the masjid and herself read 
the Koran, filling the nawabzadi with wonder. She said later 
that she was amazed at the pure and flawless enunciation of 
the words and the perfect movements of her body, which she 
had never heard or seen before. Ma was against any kind of 
religious factionalism. As a result Hindu, Muslim, Christian, 
Buddhist, Sikh - people of all religions gathered together 
before Ma to celebrate an event joyously. There were many 
Muslims whom Ma called 'Baba' (father). Just as their 
attitude towards Ma was one of affection mixed with respect, 
so did Ma welcome them respectfully, making them happy 
with her love and warmth. Many of them picked up and ate 
'batashas' at the time of 'harir loot’, and in their desire to give 
something to Ma, they would bring batashas for her and she 
acceped them from their hands. That is why one heard Ma say 
that for her there were no differences between people and 
people. The 'mahavakya' 'Sarvamkhalvidam brahma' has 
been substantiated through Ma's ‘lila’. In the same manner that 
socially established, renowned and respected personalities 
have come to meet Mā, those who were considered wrong- 
doers also made their way to Mà and considered themselves 
blessed to receive her grace. She made no discrimination 
from person to person. All were the same to her. Many a 
sinful person has sought refuge at the feet and found peace of 
mind through her grace. Instances of such cases are countless. 
Many feel that Mā is the mother of the wealthy. This is not 
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true. She is the mother of everyone. Whoever came to Ma has 


been welcomed by her, whether they are people in distress, 
people with a thirst for knowledge or those hankering for 
money. She is the ever-loving mother of this world. So many 
lives have been changed by her beneficial influence. 

Many such have established Ma in reverence in the 
privacy of their hearts as God. That is why Ma is ‘lila 
purushottama’. 

Just as Ma distributed joy and happiness among the 
ashram-dwellers, brahmacharis, brahmacharinis, sanyàsis 
and sanyasinis as well as the sadhaks and sadhikas, she kept a 
strict eye on maintaining strict discipline among them. She 
would say, ‘In order to attain the limitless, it is necessary to 
bind oneself within the limits.' That is why it is seen that she 
paid special attention to those ashram inmates who were 
striving for spiritual advancement. Such lilas are not mere 
lila's; Mà, in spite of indulging in all these games or lilàs, is 
still 'lilaateeta' - beyond all lilas or games. All those who have 
experiences Ma's lilas are truly blessed. 

In Dhaka we have seen how dogs and goats would be 
present during kirtans and would jump up to catch harir loot 
batashas, and how even snakes would come again and again 
for Ma's darshan. They went back as they had come. People 
desiring to kill the snakes were not allowed to do so by Ma's 
instruction. Even worms and insects came to her. Seeing all 

this one feels the presence of both lila and maryada at once. 
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Everyone could claim the same rights with Ma. So people 


came to her with open hearts and minds and submitted 
themselves, their pride their honour, all, at her feet. 

The amount of love and respect that Ma has been accorded 
all through her ‘lila’, her life, is a very rare phenomenon. She 
dwells in our hearts as the deity of our eternal reverence and 
adoration. 

Can the countless religious ceremonies that Ma 
introduced among us be without meaning? Certainly not. A 
little thought given to the matter tells us that's all this was done 
by her. In order to create an atmosphere of spiritualism to 
guide us towards our goal, so that we adhere to the discipline 
set down for us by following her instructions strictly, and not 
violate her wishes. The more we pursue the path set by her the 
more beneficial it is for us, and the more we advance along it. 
For she is always there to give us whatever is good for us. 
Observance of these rituals and ceremonies was an 
exceptional and beautiful way set down by Ma to strengthen 
the resolve of the ashram dwellers and the devotees 
congregating there, to persevere further on their spiritual 
journey. 

We have seen that there are temples in each of Ma's 
Ashrams where different deities are worshipped daily. At 
present one hears that this practice may become more and 
more difficult due to the depleting number of sincere and 
worthy Brahmins. But is it possible that these institutions set 
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up by Ma in her divinity can be without purpose? That is not 
possible. Going deeper into this, one begins to appreciate how 
the morning, noon and evening invocations (aratis), with the 
accompanying sound of the conch-shells and the bells echo 
from house to house, from village to village, and reverberate 
from hill to hill, spreading far and wide the pure divine sounds 
that come back again to the temple itself, sending forth the 
message, 'Arise, awake, let go of your indolence’. Inspired by 
these sounds people wake up to a consciousness of their 
duties. Purified, they meditate and reflect upon God. This is 
nothing new, rather, it is a familiar picture of our sacred and 
ancient culture. 

Man desires sublime joy. To attain this joy many go to 
temples, recite from scriptures, do kirtan and meditation and 
perform puja of their personal deities - their adored ones, 
according to the time available to them and their capacity. 
There is joy in mingling with others who gather there. Time 
may be valuable but one never knows at which moment the 
ever-merciful God may appear before one. Ma says, 'If you 
pursue a course, understanding of its true significance will 
come on its own.’ Thus, it is our duty to continue to do our 
duty to the best of our ability. There is never any flaw in Ma's 
reckoning. Whether we understand it or not we are sure to 
receive the fruit of our good action; and Ma will surely reveal 
herselfto us. 

When we think of all the things mentioned above, the 
thought comes to the mind, 'Regardless of all the wrongs that 
we have done, Ma, you have called and gathered us to you, 
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you still do so, and will continue to do so always, such is your 
endless mercy.' She is our constant companion, in the form of 
the deities. In the course of her 'mahalila', on the day of Jhulan 
Purnima, with what love and reverence have we placed her 
and the deities on their seats, decorated them with garlands, 
leaves and flowers and after the puja, with what devotion have 
we given Ma swing. When imagining we are giving Ma a 
swing, do we ever realize that just as the swing ‘moves 
backward and forward, we too move back and forth with the 
strokes and counter-strokes of the drama of our lives! This is 
Ma's lila too. Ma has shown us during the ‘jhulan-lila’, in the 
process of advancing and receding in the drama of our lives, 
that we too shall one day reach Ma's lotus-feet. We must have 
this faith while going through the journey of our lives. 

Mahamahopadhyay Kavirajji was ill. Ma herself made all 
arrangements for his treatment and nursing. It was at Kashi 
Ashram that he stayed during his illness, and it was also there 
that he drew his last breath. Kavirajji was deeply moved by 
the excellent arrangements made for him, and there was no 
limit to the affection and respect shown to him by Ma. We too 
were amazed at the ‘lila’ of Ma and her worthy son. The 
respect that Kavirajji showed towards Ma as his own mother, 
and the love shown to her dear son by Mà overwhelmed those 
who were present. This was the 'mahalila' of Ma's 'maryada. 
In the preface of the book 'Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee’ 
Written by Gurupriyadevi, her wrote, 'No person can be 
expected to accept indiscriminately my personal opinion and 


belief, which are my very own. It is not right to enter into an 
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argument over these. Even ifthat were done, I have no desire 
to pass a judgement on it. I do not want to remove that which 
should be harboured in the privacy of one's heart from there 
and turn it into a thing of public discussion. And then, will it 
not be an act of audacity beyond forgiveness on my part, to try 
and discuss any aspect of Ma's identity?’ Blessed is 
Gopinathji and blessed the depth of his feelings for Ma ! 

His devotion to Ma, his faith in her, his capacity to 
understand Ma, together with his perception of truth that we 
find in him are clearly exceptional. Ma is the ever-watchful 
guard over our lives. Not understanding this, like weary 
travellers, we keep looking for the lord of our hearts hither 
and thither. Gopinathji was able to realize Ma's true divine 
identity, and so submitted himself at her feet like a child. 

In the village of Kheora, Ma's place of birth, lived both 
Hindus and Muslims in an atmosphere of brotherhood. There 
was no question of any discrimination; each person was 
established in his or her own position of dignity, secure in the 
practice of his faith. As an infant Mā attracted everyone's 
affection and love; Mā too, through her childish ways and her 
playfulness, brought about a sense of devotion to God. 
Ekabbar, a young Muslim girl became greatly attached to Ma, 
always eager to hold her in her arms: In those days, an infant 
was not bound by any social customs till her or his 
'annaprasan' ceremony. So Didimà would take off her clothes 
and put her on the ground so that she could craw] to someone 
else. Ekabbar would pick her up and cares her affectionately 
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Once when the infant Ma was thus crawling towards her, 


Ekabbar stretched out her arms, but every time Ma, laughing 
happily, advanced towards her, she moved further and further 
back, also laughing gleefully. 

After some time spent in this game, suddenly Ma started 
to cry bitterly. Ekabbar, frightened, picked her up, trying to 
soothe her, but in spite of the best of her efforts, she could not 
stop her. Finally Didima, with a lot of caresses and: soothing 
words, succeeded in calming her. After this, even if Ekabbar 
wanted to hold Ma, she wouldnotgotoher. ES 

What could have been the significance of this game? Ma's 
enchantingly beautiful smiling face certainly attracted 
everyone's affection, filling them with joy. Ekabbar too was 
similarly attracted to her. The more Mà advanced to goto her, 
the further she retreated. This was deception even in love. 
Was it infant's lack of comprehension of such deception that 
made her cry? Never in her life could Ekabbar ever forget 
Ma's bitter weeping. Even after her marriage, when she came 
back to the village she would meet Mà and talk about the 
incident, saying she would never forget it in her life. 

Thinking back on this incident one is reminded how in 
Spite of being so inimical towards God, Ravan, Kansa etc. 
finally merged into Him. Was the incident of Ekabbar an 
expression of the same lila? Itis only more and more love that 
can draw God to one, not a show of neglect or disrespect. 
Whatever the explanation may be, surely through this Ma 
Captured Ekabbar's heart completely, binding her forever to 
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herself through the bond of memories. Thus not for a single 
day did the blessed and greatly fortunate Ekabbar ever forget 
Ma. What varied games does Ma play with people, 
enchanting them, appearing at times to come within their 
reach, yet again slipping out, evading them! One moment she 
appears to be close, the next she is gone. But ever does she 
keep them bound to her through their memories. Is this the 
eternal game that she is always playing! One wonders if the, 
words of Kabiguru famous song, ‘Kon alote praner pradip 
jaliye tumi dharaye asho' were written keeping us in mind? 
Indeed they seem to lay bare Ma's divine identity. All through 
her divine lila we find her vast family to include the sinful and 
the righteous, the householder and the sanyasi, the fortunate 
and the wretched, and the wise and the ignorant. She lighted 
the lamp of joy and scattered joy amongst all around her. She 
always identified all creatures with God, showering 
benediction on one and all. No one could have enough of Ma, 
the more one saw, the more one wanted of her. It is this intense 
desire for her darshan, and her company that marks the dawn 
of Consciousness in one. 

Variety is the rule of life. But as far as Ma is concerned 
there rises no question of there being any variance. She is the 
same, at all times, for everyone, always attracting people to 
her with her gracious ways, her children. Her far-sighted and 
caring attention to our welfare is always there. She would say, 
‘Remember, you are always in my thoughts.’ So our guiding 
principle is, 'Ma is there for us; why should we worry !' 
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Ma says, ‘For this body, there is only the One; there is no 
question of duality. Who can cause suffering, to whom? The 
question of suffering comes only in case of a separate entity. 
Therefore, to her, nothing is separate, no place is distant. In 
every way, Ma is omnipresent. Who is to propagate whom? 
Ma dwells in every home, in every heart, so what need can 
there be of propagating her? The bees go uninvited to the 
fragrant flower to acquire honey, without having to be told 
that there is honey there; in the same way Ma manifests 
herself constantly, drawing people to her. One who is freed 
from all earthly bondage does not need to be identified by his 
or her supernormal qualities. It is common now to find 
followers of a saintly: person trying to propagate their 
preceptor's superhuman qualities. However, where 
superhuman quality manifests itself in everything, in totality, 
the question of propagation does not arise. Therefore, any 
kind of propagation of Mais futile. 

In reply to a question regarding Ma, Gopinathji had said, 
'Ma is established in her divine self. She is a unique and 
unprecedented phenomenon in the process of the evolution of 
spiritualism in the twentieth century. She is unparalleled. At 
places the sea of humanity that gathered to see her was 
overcome with emotion at her very appearance and 
witnessing her divinity, while many threw themselves at her 
feet. Ma showered upon them all her blessings, her 
compassion.’As a result many people felt motivated to adopta 
spiritual path. 
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Often, those upon whom rested the responsibility of Ma's 


security felt upset at the uncontrollably vast masses of people 
at places visited by Ma, but she herself remained calm. No 
change could be discerned in her expression. Suddenly Ma 
would open wide her doors and come out and mingle with the 
crowds burst out in thunderous cheering, their hearts ready to 
burst with joy. Mà was ready to respond to the sincere prayer 
of the crowds for her, and their wishes were gratified. What 
was amazing was that even in these crowds each person felt a 
sense of peace and satisfaction. Ma did not found any 
community but she honoured people of all faiths. She 
gathered around her people of all faiths; they came to her of 
their own accord. As a result, obliterating all differences, 
stringing together all the diversities, she showed men a 
common path, presenting an amazing instance of her 
exceptional love for us. 
We have seen that Ma called herself 'Bandhu', i.e. friend, 
of small girls and boys and played happily with them like a 
real friend. Who is a friend? Ma would say, 'He who helps to 
guide one's mind towards God is one's best friend, while he 
who drawn one's mind away from God, and directs it towards 
one's death is an enemy, never a friend.' She would also tell 
children, ‘You must take the name of God at certain times. 
Why don't you do one thing? When you get up on the 
morning, after washing your hands and your face, write down 
in a note-book, five or ten times, the name of whichever God 
you like best, then you make your obeisance to the note-book 
and put it away. Once that note-book is finished, make your 
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obeisance to it and float it down the river, and start another. 


Will you remember?' Happily the children promised to do so, 
enthused further by the notebook and pencil that Ma 
presented to them then and there. Ma also said to them, 'So the 
first thing in the morning, you must write out God's name, and 
make your obeisance to Him; secondly, you must obey your 
parents; thirdly you must always speak the truth; fourthly, 
you must study diligently; and fifthly, after doing all this, you 
must play as much as you want.' At this the children would 
laugh out happily. 

In the householder stage it is the duty of the mothers to 
educate the children, and if they are able to do so in the 
tradition of Indian culture, it will be beneficial for the entire 
world. At present, Indian women, swayed by the glitter and 
advancement of the West, are trying to copy Western women. 
Therefore our ancient tradition of the rishis is becoming 
obscure. Self-reliance, dignity, self-confidence, awakening 
of consciousness, pride in education - all these existed in the 
ideal of the ancient women too. Therefore, if Indian women, 
educated in the Western system, can keep their perspective of 
the improvement and advancement of their own nation and of 
their own selves pointed in the right direction, it will certainly 
make life more beautiful, well-balanced and harmonious for 
all. If our mothers, together with following the Indian system 
of education, encourage the practice of Ma's strictures, their 
children's lives will become - 'satyam-shivam-sundaram." 
They will be able to. prove their talents in the field of 
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education as well. One day Ma told her little friends like us, 


'How can Mà be separate from you all? Can there be any 
difference between this body and her friends? They are 
inextricably bound together.' These words are worthy of deep 


reflection. 
See from outside a shaligram shila is merely a stone. Ma 


Durga is no more than an idol fashioned out of clay. Yet, it is 
holding this form in his heart that many a sadhak has realized 
the formless and become established in the sublime. It is 
within the five elements of this body that ultimate 
consciousness stay hidden, yet we cannot grasp it. 
Dwijendranath has written in his song, "Matir pratima gori 
tomare pujite chai Ma ishwari" - how we mould an image out 
of clay and worship it as the Mother Goddess with the most 
elaborate ceremony. But ‘Devo bhootvaa devam yajet'. Then 
the veil is drawn aside and the vast limitless skies revealed. In 
Ma's endless, unconditional mercy she attracted all human 
beings towards spirituality. As a result many powerful and 
great personages took refuge at Ma's feet. 

Weareconstantly connected with Ma, there is no question 
of trying to hold herto us orletting go of her. That Ma belongs 
to us and we belong to Ma, this is all that we need to keep in 
mind on our journey of life. She will do what she desires in her 
'kheyal'. Our only goal is to know Ma. 

‘Om Namo Bagavate Rudràya'. 
Arrangements were under way for 'Atirudra yajña', dedicated 
to 'Rudra devata' in Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee Ashram in 
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Kankhal. This yajfia was performed only on rare occasions in 


the past by sages, patronized by maharajas. In 1981, by Ma's 
kheyal and with the enthusiasm and endeavour of the kumari 
inmates of the ashram, it was performed before Ma. 

In Yajurved, agni has been called 'Rudra', 'Agnirvai 
Rudrah'. It is through Agni that the Gods are fed. It is said in 
the Gita, 'tasmat sarvagatam brahma nityam yajfiye 
pratishthitam.' The omnipresent Brahma is ever established 
in yajña. All his actions are permeated with yajfia. Amrita 
and Agni bear the universe. The Rudras are the benevolent 
Shiv. This is mentioned in the Puranas. 'Atirudra yajña' is 
performed in order to propitiate him. 

This yajiia is accomplished by kumaris - or young 
girls. Everyone was amazed at the strict adherence to 
scriptural injunctions and the earnestness, sincerity and 
purity in the observance of the rituals. The full-throated 
chantings of the Vedas and the mantras by brahmins versed in 
the scriptures captivated the minds of all that were present 
here. This was that ancient holy place where Sati had 
relinquished her mortal body at the yajna that 
Dakshaprajapati was about to perform without Shiv, as she 
was unable to endure the insult to her husband. Shiv, on his 
part, at the death of Sati, picked up her body on his shoulder 
and danced around the world, till it was cut into pieces by 
Vishnu's ‘chakra’ and scattered in different places on earth. 
Each spot where one of the fifty-one pieces that Sati's sacred 
body was reduced to, fell, turned into a holy place of 
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pilgrimage, of special si gnificance to a sadhak. 

An auspicious work is often confronted with obstacles. 

On this occasion too Rudra devata manifested himself in his 
rudra or terrible form - causing torrential rains, storm, and an 
aura of fear. However, by Ma's kheyal everything was saved, 
all was accomplished without any mishap. Ma stated, "We 
heard through Rudra; you have seen many yajiias; and will 
see more later but never again will such a yajña be held in the 
future. All those who have beheld it here are fortunate beings. 
Let it be known that those who have come to this yajfia are in 
some way or other connected with me, indicative of their 
action, their wisdom and their faith.’ 

Saintly persons of a very high order were invited and 
came to grace the occasion. Among them the presence of the 
head of Shringeri Peeth Shankaracharya Abhinav Teertha 
lent an added dignity and greatness to it. He expressed great 
joy observing the drawing of the 'mandal-yantra- in the yajria- 
shala and the 'kunda'. In his discourse he even stated that 
Dakshaprajapatis yajfia without Shiva that had been 
destroyed by Virbhadra and therefore left incomplete, was 
being completed today by Ma. This was that holy ground. The 
presiding deity of Atirudra Yajfia is Rudra, whose one form is 
Sunshine, and the other, Benevolence. Both these forms are 
worshipped in this yajfia. 

My countless salutations at the feet of the Glorious, the 
benevolent Shree Shree Ma! She who has inspired India and 
the world to honour the ancient tradition of the sages, who has 
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encouraged social education through religious rituals and 


ceremonies, who has guided us towards spiritual 

advancement. Finally, Oh Atirudra yajfia Bhagavan, may the 

Yajfia Agni light up once more by your love and compassion 

on the sun-dazzled earth. May truth be revealed in every heart 

and peace descend upon humanity. Glory to you! I salute you, 

‘Om namo rudraya shantaya brahmane paramatmane om !' 
DIKSHA 

One quite often hears people say, 'Ma has given me diksha 
herself.’ I have nothing to say regarding this, perhaps by the 
power of their austerities practiced over many lives, they have 
indeed received diksha from Ma. On the other hand, does Ma 
actually give diksha? Here I quote Ma's words in answer to 
thequestion regarding diksha. 

"This Body has no resolve to accomplish, and so I have 
nothing to do with diksha. However, supposing I am sitting by 
myself and suddenly some seed mantra or sanyas mantra 
emerges from my mouth, someone can come to hear it and 
take it up. Or, one can get to hear something in some way and 
adopt it. There are many incidents of this nature. The average 
person will decide that there was something planned from 
before, but actually, that is not so. What is to happen, happens 
on its own. Let me tell you what it is like. Supposing a fruit 
drops to the ground and a tree grows from it, no one planted 
the tree, remember. There is no difference between the tree 
that grows from the fallen fruit and one planted. But there was 
no initiative behind the former. It is something like that.’ The 
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answer to the question whether Ma gives diksha or not 


becomes clear if one tries to analyze these words. Ma herself 
is both the mantra and the goal. Therefore, for the destruction 
of 'triputi' everyone looks for the ultimate revelation. Just as 
each and every grain of sand contains Ma, in the same way she 
isinherentinevery human being, in entirety. 

Ma also says, 'Guru means jagatguru. God himself 
appears in the guise of the guru. The one who guides one 
towards salvation is the internal guru. the internal guru 
directs, and the momentum comes when one takes the 
initiative to go forward. So, who is Guru? The eternal truth 
will certainly emerge if, instead of putting one's mind to such 
things, one just tries to keep persevering towards liberation, 
keeping God always in mind. 

Diksha is an extremely significant episode in one's life, 
because the guru points out to one the direction of the path to 
one's salvation, showering upon the disciple streams of divine 
bliss. He sows that seed in the disciple which will help in 
bringing out in him his divine entity and to realize his 
wholeness; as a philosopher's stone takes away the quality of 
iron from that piece of iron. But it is the disciple who has to 
make the effort. He has to waken the seed that the guru has 
sown in his heart by means of the practice of japa and 
meditation. Then comes the grace - 'kripa'. Who is my guru? 

Instead of going into that question, we should remember Ma's 
words, 'My guru is 'jagatguru' and without considering guru 
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as human, our goal should be how to develop that seed into 


something vibrating within you, something living. Only then 
can one enjoy the fruit of diksha and accomplish one's goal. If 
Itake one single step forward, my guru will take seven toward 
me and come and gratify me. Therefore, one must follow the 
guru's instructions in full faith and the guru will guide you to 
your salvation. 

We find the Upanishad, 'charan vai madhuvindati 
charanta swadumudumvaram. Suryasyapashya shremanam 
yo na tandrayate charamscharaiveti,' Meaning, - The sun is 
brillian because it keeps moving. Therefore keep moving. We 
find Ma travelling ceaselessly for the good of mankind. This 
is the indication of Ma's divinity? Thus although constantly 
on the move, we find her perpetually clam and poised. 

We have often heard Ma say, 'Amar - atma amar-panthi'- 
the importance of knowing oneself. This immortal message is 
the essence of all the Vedas, Vedantas and the Upanishads. 
The expression of ultimate unity. The immortal, eternal, 
indestructible soul, that is the entity full of consciousness that 
dwells inside the body, the traveller journeying on the 
spiritual path. The true identity and the path are the same. An 
expression of 'ekam brahma dviteeyam naasti'. In Ma's words, 
the meaning of attaining one's true identity is - 'that which is 
that'; spontaneous manifestation of the One that is 
omnipresent, of all-forms and all emotions. Here words, 
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Janguages fail. What is formless, what is with form? Ma's 


words are only, "That-that. As long as there is the concept of 
fragmentation in one's feelings or in one's vision, there 
remains a sense of contradiction. When the power of 
spiritualism begets in one the sense of full acceptance within 
contradiction it is then that there is manifestation of the real 
entity, that the path and the goal become one - undivided, 
unfragmented, without contradiction, and that one comes 
face to face with the One. i 

As a good physician does not stop at merely giving 
instructions, but also prescribes medicines, Mā has shows us 
the way to proceed on the path of discovering our real and true 
selves. Standing before close doors of a room filled with 
gems and precious stones, and imaging that one has acquired 
them, is not enough. What is necessary is effort. Similarly, if 
we are to achieve self-realization, we have to practice love, 
renunciation, and an intense desire for the goal. In practice of 
austerities, one must have a sense of 'Nāāham kartā, 
bandhamokshau kuto me'. Surrendering oneself fully at Ma's 
feet one will forget all materialistic pleasures, love for Mā 
will possess your heart and there will rise the sense within you 
that you have gained all. 

Man is outward-looking. For him it is not possible to gain 
knowledge of the Sublime. Because, I am bound by 
prejudices, - 'punarapi jananam punarapi maranam'; when the 
water-pot, tied to a rope is sunk into the sea, its water mingles 
with the sea water, but the pot, being attached to the rope, 
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cannot become one with it. In the same way the human body, 


covered by the veil of ego and attachment, is bound to this 
world. The moment we are able to remove this veil we get to 
realize that we are the immortal soul, that we are not really 
bound by the world, that we can go beyond it. For this reason, 
we need to rely completely on Ma, and with the knowledge 
that happiness and sorrow are all transient, the realization will 
get deeper that only the soul is eternal. Then the heart will be 
dazzled by the light of true knowledge and realization of that 
ultimate union with the endless ocean of oneness; in Ma's 
words, ‘amar-atma, amar-panthi the immortal soul, the 
eternal traveller. 

Ihave mentioned Bhaiji's sacred life earlier. In discussing 
it we notice the gradual progress in his spiritual journey and 
his final realization of the sublime. His life provides spiritual 
seekers like us with inspiration and good sense on the course 
of our journey. When Bhaiji met Ma for the first time, in 
answer to his question whether there was any chance of his 
spiritual uplift, she had replied, "Your hunger for such a life is 
not yet strong enough. The spectacular effect of this 
thunderous sound of the conch-shell, as it were, inspired him 
to delve deeper and deeper into the spiritual ocean in the form 
of Ma. As a result the sense of duality gradually waned. In 
spite of having a family, children and a job, the strength of his 
austerities brought about in him the awakening in which he 
submerged himself completely, losing himself in the ocean of . 
bliss that was Ma. Of the seven stages of spiritual austerities 
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as described in Ramayana by the sage Vashishth, the firstis - 
good intentions. Ma's thunderous call to Bhaiji caused his 
drowsiness and somnolence to vanish instantaneously and he 
sat up on his bed. This was the second stage of knowledge, 
called 'Vicharana’, that meant that he had ascended the next 
higher stage and reached the shore of the vast ocean. 

Atthis stage the aspirantis ready to leave the known world 
of the gross and plunge into the vast ocean, this is the third 
stage, - 'tanumaanasa'. These three stages constitute the 
seeker's actual practice of austerities in order to attain 
liberation, that which is known to be the 'awakened state' 
among yogis. ` 

Here the seeker submerges himself in the limitless ocean 
to refresh himself. He feels the contact of the water, some of 
which he absorbs within himself, leaving behind some in the 
ocean whose normal motion now get accelerated further. In 
this stage the sense of discrimination in those aspiring for 
salvation does not disappear. They still exist. After this the 
seeker roams along the shores of the ocean, engulfed in a 
sense of joy. It is here that he faces perfect realization of the 
oneness between brahma and the soul through the hearing of 
the scriptures. This is the fourth stage of external world 
appears false, and only the guru becomes the one and only 
support. 

The fifth stage is 'asamsakti'- that is, detachment. In this 
Stage due to the practice of alternate samadhi, the mind gets 
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suspended and perfect samadhi can be attained. He discovers 


the precious stones and gems on the way of his spiritual 


journey. This category of yogis is the highest among those 
with knowledge of God. 


‘Padarthabhabini' is the name of the sixth stage. In this the 
seeker, due to maturity in practice, becomes capable of 
dwelling eternally in samadhi, and loses the ability to rouse 
himself from 'sushupti'. He can come out of it only with 
outside help to get back to a normal state. Now he moves 
about on the wings of knowledge. The seventh is the ultimate 
stage of losing oneself iri the sublime. Reaching this stage one 
becomes one with complete bliss. By Ma's blessings, Bhaiji 
was able to reach that stage. He showed us through the 
progress and excellence of his spiritual journey, how 
attainment of the goal became possible, how bliss was 
awakened in him, how he was able to merge completely in the 
endless ocean that was Ma. No trace remained to duality. 

Through Bhaiji's life Ma acquainted us with the fruit of 
leading such a life. Before taking his last breath, from his own 
lips everyone present at the spot heard of his realization, 'Ma 
and I are one. Inside and outside, everywhere I see Ma. What 
bliss! What beauty! Here we see Bahiji, living in the world, 
practicing the householder stage instead of renouncing it, and 
carrying out all duties of this world, being transformed into a 
great sadhak. 

Through his deep faith in, and his unparalleled devotion to 
Ma, his unquestioning following of her instructions, he was 
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able to experience Ma's blissful and soothing touch and 


experience her endless mercy so that his entire being was 
filled with only Ma. Ma says, Bindu mein sindhu.' In one tiny 
drop of water exists a vast ocean. We know zero to mean a 
circle holding nothing. The sum-total of such drops goes to 
form numbers and fills the entire universe. For instance if '1' 
is removed from the number 100, only zero remains. this was 
why the ancientrishis said, 

'Purnamadaha purnamidam purnaat purnamudachyate 

Purnasya purnamadaya purnamevavashishyate.' 

In analyzing this brief yet immensely significant message 
we realize that it is on this drop that rests entire creation. It is 
from this drop that all sounds emerged. In Kathopanishad we 
find mention of 'Anoraniyan', meaning, more subtle than the 
subtlest. This drop is limitless, endless, without length, 
without breadth and without depth. It is this drop within 
which arose the original vibration of the illusory world. This 
limitless drop contains all the oceans in it. Once one plunges 
into this sublime drop, the one who meditates and the one 
upon whom he meditates become one. Again, in the ocean 
exists the drop, and in this drop one can find the light of one's 
inner being, the awakening of one's consciousness. The 
'bindu' and the 'sindhu' take on the same entity. Ma's cryptic 
words make it clear that from the primeval times the original 
vibrations of the tangible and the intangible, even if tiny, are 
'mahato mahiyan', meaning that the truth about the bindu and 
the sindhu is the same. This is the truth/message that came 
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l from Mà - mysterious and hard to comprehend. 


Kabiguru has written, 'Seemar majhe aseem tumi bajao 
apon sur. 'Mantrabijatmika nikhilvyapika-pranabarupini' 
Ma's lilà is beyond our imagination and full of deep 
significance. In spite of being limitless she has dispersed 
herself amongst us. Our lives have been blessed by her 
constant love and our minds filled with joyful and glorious 
memories of her proximity. She has infused 'shakti' amongst 
all. It is keeping her 'kripa' and that shakti given by her in 
mind that I humbly try to string together a garland of my 
recollections of her. I began writing knowing that these 
reminiscences would indeed be worthy of our reflection. 

Reminiscing on Ma's lila car merely help one to reflect on 
Ma's words, therefore it is all-important to know the Identity 
of Ma - who is beyond the cycle of life and death, 
inexhaustible, who, in physical form, remained always in the 
state of 'sahaja samadhi’; who, although in female form, was 
'Purna Brahma Narayan’. Always engaged in the greatest 
good for all, the embodiment of universal peace and harmony 
and the one to establish ‘Satchitananda’ in every heart, she 
embodied all these aspects in herself in an astounding 
manner. The stream of her grace flowed towards entire 
humanity. To know that radiant dazzling entity is to know the 
real truth. 'Naanyagatiranyatha’ - there is no other way. So, 
'bhajatre man matripadaravinda. I rest my mind on Ma's lotus 


feet. 
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Submission 

Finally, the great Shiv bhakta and revered sadhak, adored 
by all sanyasis, worthy of remembering every day, 
Pushpadanta, should be mentioned, and his writing on the 
limitless grandeur of God,- 

Ma, how can I hope to express the divine grace and glory 
of the One whose praises even Sharada Saraswati is not able 
to express fully! How can I describe the identity of that 
magnificent One who is beyond one's imagination! * 

Were the lofty mountains to be used as ink; the dark 
oceans as inkpot, the strong bough of the 'Kalpabriksha' as the 
quill and entire surface of the earth as paper, and if Ma 
Sharada were to continue to write though all eternity, she 
could not have exhausted the magnitude of that inexhaustible 
divine knowledge. Who are we? Contemplating upon you 
alone I make this humble endeavour. Ma, for whatever may 
be the errors and shortcomings in it, forgive me! 

Seeking refuge at Ma's feet, - Chandan. 


e 
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In ancient era, a stream of saints said that "Truth: 
and everlasting though it is manifested in different way! 
Geeta says that vasudeva [Lord Krishna] is omrips 
spiritual light enraptures the whole world. It is source ó 
creation; it is the root of all elements. It is the ‘Trith 
radiates in all. It is untold and unseen but it shines in vä óus 
images of Shree Shree Ma. All doctrines, all paths and all 
communities apparently seem different but basically they are the 
same. Unity is there in diversity. Their manifestations may vary 
but they all are driven by the same gravitation power of ‘Sat’. This 
power of coherence can be felt in Maa. This is why, the people of 
this world regarded her as ‘Universal Mother’. As a merciful 
mother, she imparts shelter to all. In *Matri Lila’ Maa’s popularity 
of mass reached its highest celestial light and esteem. Hence, it is 
quite impossible to change her place because she is everywhere . 

— The whole world is a big Ashram. It is like moving in the same 
— — garden though they may be at different places. 
From this discussion, it is clear that Maa is the “Truth’ Maa 


“tame 


— "says that whatever is dynamic is essential to depart. Whatever is 


"changable, itis transient. So life of all creatures changes in every 


~~ moment. Maa is immortal. She remains always in the same form 


orimage. She showers joy. She is an living idol of everlasting and 
eternal joy. 
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